Louisiana State University 


LSU Digital Commons 
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses Graduate School 


Summer 7-10-1961 


The Twentieth Century KU Klux Klan in Morehouse Parish, 
Louisiana. 


Alton Earl Ingram 


Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.|su.edu/gradschool_disstheses 


č Part of the History Commons 


Recommended Citation 

Ingram, Alton Earl, "The Twentieth Century KU Klux Klan in Morehouse Parish, Louisiana." (1961). LSU 
Historical Dissertations and Theses. 8260. 
https://digitalcommons.|su.edu/gradschool_disstheses/8260 


This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at LSU Digital Commons. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses by an authorized administrator of LSU Digital 
Commons. For more information, please contact gradetd@Isu.edu. 


THE TWENTIETH CENTURY KU KLUX KLAN 


IN MOREHCUSH PARISH, LOUISIANA 


A Thesis 


Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of the 
Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of 

Master of arte 


in 


The Depertmeat.of History 
| N 


by 
Alton Ferl Ingram 
Belio Northeast Louisiana State College, 1958 
sugue t o 196 1 





MANUSCRIPT THESES 
UNPUBLISHED THESES SUBMITTED FOR THE MASTER'S AND DOCTOR'S 
DEGREES AND DEPOSITED IN THE LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTIONe USE OF ANY THESIS (S LIMITEN BY THE 
RIGHTS OF THE AUTHOR.” BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES MAY BE NOTED, BUT 
PASSAGES MAY NOT BE COPIED UNLESS THE AUTHOR HAS GIVEN PERMISSION. 
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN IN SUBSEQUENT WRITTEN OR PUBLISHED WORK. 

A LIBRARY WHICH BORROWS THIS THES!S FOR USE BY ITS CLIENTELE 
1S EXPECTED TO MAKE SURE THAT THE BORROWER IS AWARE OF THE ABOVE 
RESTRICTIONS. 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


119~A 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The author wishes to thank the following persons who have 
assisted him in the research and preperation of this thesie: 
Dre Edwin A. Davis, who served as faculty advisor; Mrs, Katherine Le 
Rhodes, Kelly Harp, Ee Me White, the late Judge Fred Odem, and 
particularly my wife, Mimi, for her invaluable assistance and 


encouragement, 


A if 








oCKNCWLEDG)E: TS, © © ỌọỌ Ọ O 


AESTR GI s S sob ooo o o 


CHAPTER 
I 


II 


BIBLIOGNHA PHY 


APPENDIX o e o 0 o © o © © oo 


E a «fe 0 o o © o o ooe 


Taber CF U NTLNTS 


INTRODUCTION e o @ 


KLAN BACKGROUND IN MOREHOUSE FaAhISH, 


THE MOREAXOUSE FakISH MNUKDERS o o o o 


MOKEHCUSE OPEN HEAKIBG, JANUARY 5025, 1923 


EFFECT OF IHE MOREHOUSE MURDERS CN THE TWENTICTH 


CENTURY KU KLUX KLAN , 


iii 


Page 


Lis 
120 


126 


ABS TRACT 


The twentieth century Ku Klux Klan in Morehouse Parish, Louisiane, 
was pert of a movement in the United States which became widespread 
during the third decade of this century. In 1921 and 1922, the years 
of the establishment and growth of the Morehouse Klan, there occurred 
in that parish a wave of violence and intimication attributed to the 
Kien. Cn August 24, 1922, five citizens of the pariah were kidnapped 
by a mob of bleckerobed men, (ne of the victims was released unh arsed p 
two were released after Leing severely besten, and two were muroered 
and their bodies concealed for sappreximutely four monthe. 

Following the failure of the !orehouse Perish grand jury to bring 
indictments in the cese, the povernor cf Louisiana ordered an open 
hearing into the case which begean on January 3, 1923, At the conclue 
sion of the state's investigation, the Morehouse Parish uranu jury 
apain failed to return indictments, Althourh the guilty parties were 
never prosecuted, the Ku Klux Klan in Morehouse Perish wasn destroyed 
because of this incident, und the effect of the investigation was felt 
throughout the state and nation, 

In the preperaticn of this manuscript, pertinent Louisiana and 
United States government publications were utilized. In adcition, 
interviews were conducted with persons involved in the incident. 
Various Louisiana newspapers were used extensively because of the dís- 
appearance of the transcript of the open hearing from the Morehouse 


iv 











Theee and other sources were exenmined in an attempt 
rate account of the forehcuse murders anc their 


eth century Klan mcovenent. 


CHAPTER X 
IN TROLUCTICN 


The Ku Klux Klan in the United States during the twontieth 


century had little in common with ite historical predecessor of the 


same name, According to its organiser and firet Impectal Wizard, 


William Joseph Simmons: 


“The present Klen is a memorial to the oririnal organie 
zation, the etory of whose valer has never been told, 
and the value of whose activities to the ‘merican notion 
have never been appreciated. . . . The name of the old 
Klan has been taken by the new ae a heritage. The ree 
galia and {neignia of the old have been adopted by the 
new. . . . Beyond this point the connection and simie 
larity between the two organisations do not exist." ! 


Without lengthy comment on Wizard Sirmons’ evaluation of the old Klan, 
one might add that at best it was an extralegal attanpt by « defeated 
section of this nation to correct the evils of e period referred to 
as the Keconstruction of the Southern states which followed an uneuce 
cessful attempt to secede from the Union. Earlier writers tended to 
glorify the actions of the firet Klan, but more recently historians 
have questioned the success of the mvement, 

The modern Klan had an inauspicious beginning in 1915 in Atlanta, 


Georgia. William Joseph Simmons, its organizer, has been described is 
@ 
08 


e o o tall, thinelipped, bespectacled southerner [who] 
with his rather tense and emotional expression might 





luilliam Joseph siumons, The K Unmasked (atlanta: “illian 
E. Thompeon Publishing Co., 1924), 728, 


i 


— 


[be classified] as a revivalist preacher or a political 
*spellbinder® of the familiar Southern type. «se u matter 
o£ fact he has been a preacher, a travelling salesman, 

a promoter of Fraternal organizations, and a professor 
of Southern history in a Southern inetitution. The man 
reflecte his backround in thought and act, for ha 
fairly exudes uncritical sentinentalias of tha convatie 
tional type. imperor Simmons is a dreamer, even a 
mystic, with considerable oratorical power, iis habits 
of thought are those cf the emctional preacher of limite 
ed education accustomed to appesling to the feelings 

and the imaginetion rather than to reason, He is, above 
all, keenly, almost intuitively, alert to the feclings 
of the average man, kKeading his public utterances, one 
gets the impression of a man whoee temperanent and 
training are inimical to strict intellectual integrity. 
One feels that without any conscious departure from the 
truth he could very easily convince hinself, under the 
pressure of the imediate situation, that the particu- 
lar point he wished to make was tne whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. o ə o He does possess, however, 
a singular ability to insinuate himself into the syite 
pethies of the average man of the middle class anc to 
play upon his likes and dislikea, In this respect 
Simmons has served as the model of all Klan leaders 

ond organizers, Thies fe perhaps his most important 
contribution to the Klan movement,"2 


The first few years of the Klan movement under the leadership of 
“Eoperor’® Simmons were uneventful and from all outward appearances 

it locked as though its fate would be that of many other obscure 
fraternal organizations of that period, It was et this point (June, 
1920) that Simmons enlisted the aid of two persons, Edward Young 
Clarke and hire, Elizabeth Tyler, and thus began the phenomenal cxpane 
Sion of the Klan, Clarke and Tyler were propagandists by profession 
and had been connected for years with the Southern Fublicity 


association, where they successfully conducted funderaising drives 





2John Moffatt Mecklin, The Ku Klux Kien ao of the 
‘merican Hind (Mew York: Harcourt Prace and Company, 1924), 17-18, 





for such organizations ae the antieSaloon Leugue, the loosevelt 
Merorial Fund, and Nearelast Helief. The resulte of the stimulus 
provided by the publicity agente were immediately apparent ae in leas 
than one-and-oneehalf years Klan membership had grown from four or 
five thousand members centcred in and around Atlanta to more than 
one hundred thousand menhers epreac throughout the entire United 


States’ 


Klan (rganizgation 


The formal organization of the Klan wae military in character 
and the Imperial Jizard was the unquesticned leader, as was evidenced 
ín a contract signed by Simmons and Clarke which stated, “It is 
agreed that in all things the second party [clarke] shall be subordie- 
nate to the said Imperial Wizard (President), and shall attempt no 
plane or methods of work without the consent or approval of the seid 
Imperial Wizarde" The organization was designed ec as to insure 
personal loyalty to Simmons by requiring all officero to tuke an oath 


ín which they ewre: 


“I o e e do frecly end voluntarily promise, pledge and 
fully cuarantee a lofty respect, wholeheerted loyalty 
and unwavering devotion at all times and under all cire 
Ccumetances and conditions from this day and date forward 
to William Joseph Sirmons aa Imperial Wizard and Emperor 
of the Invisible Fmpire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 





SIbid., 6. 


“ienry Poe Fry, the vodern Ku Klux Klan (lostens small, iia 
; Ocon Ds >a 
nard and Co,, 1922), 32. i 





I shall work in all respects in perfeet harmony with 
him and under his authority and directions." 


Then in Section I of the Klan Cath, obedience was aworn to Simmons by 
ell members who were required to “render at all times loyal reapect 
and steadfast support to the Imperial -wthority of same [ku K lux 
Klan}; And o o o heartily heed all official riandatea, decrees, ecicts, 
rulings, and instructions of the Imperial Wizard thereof "Ô 

The one exception to the sutocratic character of tho Klan ie 
found in Section VII of the Klan*s petition for organization prescnted 
to the Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgio. The petitioners 
stipulated that the Imperial Wizerd*’e powers be restricted to the 
extent that a twoethirds majority of delegates chosen from local 
Chapters could exercise the power of veto over Simmonsa? official 
acta.’ It should be pointed out, however, that neither the petition 
nor the secret documente of the Klan provided the fremewrk for calle 
ing either regular or special conventions for the purpose of detere 
mining policy. The first convention of this nature was not held until 
Novenber, 1922, which leads to the conclusion that few, 1E any, 
restrictions were placed on Emperor” Simmons during the formative 
yeare of the Klan, 

The structure of the Ku Klux Kien was that of a rigid hierarchy. 


The eupreme governing body of the Klan wae the Imperial Klonvocation, 





D1bides 15-16. 
bibida. 68-70, 
TIbides 32. 





a legislative group composed of delegates chesen by the various states, 
The Imperial Wizard, the chief administrative officer, was responsible 
only to this Klonvecation, This restriction applied in theory rather 
than in fact for, as hes been pointed out, the legielotive body was 
not convened during the first seven yeare of the Klan*se existcnce. 

The Imperial Kleagle ranked cirectly below the Imperial Wizard and 
directed the promotional aspects of the organizations, The United 
States was divided into eight Domaine each of which wae composed of 

an indeterminate number of states, and each etate, know se a lealn, 
was further eubdivided into more workable unite uaually corresponding 
with the etate’s political subdivisions which were designated numerte 
cally, Each Domain was headed by a Grand Coblin and each Kealm, Ly a 
King Kleagle. The field organisers within each Realm were known ae 
Kleagles.& The title given to the leader of each county unit of the 
Ku Klux Klan was Exalted Cyclops and under hie direct control were 


the Klanaren, the Citisens of the Invisible fmpfre, 
Finances 


One of the wajor contemporary criticieme of the Klan was that 
it was designed to function primarily ae a moneyeraising scheme, 
Although this point fe somewhat overemphasized by Klan critics, there 


ie adequate evidence to justify a brief look at the financial aspecte 


of the Klan movement, 





BIbides 44-47, 


The bulk of Klan revenue came from the ten dollar donation 
required of each new sewler, ccording to the contract between Clare 
and Simmons, Clarke wus te receive eirht dollare per charter menler 
for every chapter he organized. In addition, he wac to receive two 
dollars for caci: taeniber whe joined these chapters during the first 
six months of their existences? Following this initial six month 
period the ten dollar dcnations were dispersed as follows: The local 
eolicitor or Klearle retained four collars and sent the remainder of 
the donation to the State Sulaa Nanager or King ‘leagle; the King 
Kleagle kept one dollar and sent the renaining tive dollars to the 
District Saleauan or Crand Goblin; the Grand Goblin recoived fifty 
cents and the balance of four dollars and fifty conta was sent to 
Atlanta, 19 

There were also various enterprises which illustrate the vust 
commercial possibilities of the Klan, The three principal promtera, 
William J. Sirrocns, Edward Y, Clarke, and Nre, Elizabeth Tyler, were 
engaged in several closely related ventures, These included the 
Gates City Manufacturing Company, a corporation organized under 
Georgia law to manufacture lodre regalia, ctces the Searchlight lube 
lishing Company which published a weekly newopaper recognized as the 
official organ of the Klan; and Lanier University of which “illiam J, 


Simmons was President. «nother corporation, The Clarke Fualty 





*Ebides 39. 
10Mecklin, Ope Cites 6-10. 





Company, was formed by Ee Ye Clarke and Mra. Elizabeth Tyler, 11 The 
Klan did not aell the official robes to ite memberse They were 
rented for six dollars and fifty cente por robe, and each menter was 
required to return the robe to the head of hie Klan upon leaving the 
organization, Crders for the robea were taken and sent to the 
Imperial Wizard who in tum forwarded the orders to the Gates City 
Manufacturing Company of Atlanta, Georgia, 

In Article II of the original petition for organization the 
Klar >srovided that "there shall be no capital stock or profit or 
gain to the membera,” dowever, in the sunmer of 1921, the Klan pure 
chased the colonial home of He He Durant about five miles from 
Atlanta for the approximate cost of seventyefive thousand dollare and 
it was presented as a gift to the Imperial Wisard, william Joseph 
Simmons, lJ 

Whatever the importance of financial gain for these few organize 
ors and promoters, thie alone can not possibly explain the phenomenal 


growth of the Klan which eventually claimed several million members, 


Purpose and ins of the Klan 


Ie ia difficult to understand the purpose and goals of the Klan 
by examination of ite official documents, In fact, for several years 


the Klan seemed to grow and prosper with no established program. 





llfry, oye Gito» 31232, 
12Tbides óle 
13Ibiges 42. 


In 1923, the newly selccted Imperial Wizard, Dre He de ivane, sute 
stantiated this in hie remark to a convention of Klan leaders in 
orth Carolina, "I have been listening and watching in order to be 
able to interpret to you a real program for the Klan."!4 Further 
evidence that the Klan began with no formal progran. is illustrated 
in a statement made by an Illinois Klan lesuer in an address to 


fellow Klansmen: 


"Je must all realize . . e that the abnormal yrovwth of 

the organization, is responsible, in a measure, for the 

lack of understanding by some of the real principles, 

‘Y@ must now turn to the task of cduceting the members 

that the Ku Klux Klan fe a modern institution, organised 

primarily for acervice to cur country,"15 
It would be accurate to say that the Klan began with no aims and later 
developed into the organization with which we are familiar, 

Membership in the Klan was restricted to native-born white male 
Protestants, and the program that the Klan developed wae a corbination 
of the likes, dislikes, fears, and prejudices of thie element in 
‘merican society, At this period the -merican nation was emerging 
from the great world war and ite citizens had been conditioned tc 
stcries of poison gas and war atrocities which, combined with propa- 
Renda concerning Bolshevik designs upon /merican institutions, cone 


tributed to a growing suspicicn of anything foreign. The reaction 


of a majority of the smerican people to the issue of tho League of 





141, We tvans, "Where io We Co From H ere," Capers leud at 
the Meeting of Grund uragons, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan st their 
first Annual Meetin: at sshley. North Carolinas, July. 1923 (Atlanta, 
1923), 7 (hereinafter cited as Klan Pupero). 


A5crest Titan of the kealm of Lllincis, "iow Te Educate A 
Klaneman To Fill His Oblisation,” Klan Pupers, 6465. 


Nations in the election cf 192C would tend te indicste a desire to 


withdraw fror: further foreign involvement and e return to an smerice 


with a poetevar political crientation,!® 
entielcreipn 


The Ku Klux Klan in the United Stutes took as a mejor objective 
the solution of the immigration prollem and also considered a program 
to minimize the influence of the foreigneborn already residing in the 
Unitec States, ‘his is best shewn in a stetencnt macte by the Crend 
Dragon of South Carolina in a speech to fellow leadera of the ilan: 
“The Knighte of the Ku Klux Klan should adopt a definite 
policy and program for combatting the influence of indi- 
viduals or organizationa who are endeavoriny tc open the 
sates of our ports for the admisvion of aliens, Theree 
fore, the Imperial Wizard should appoint an Imperial 
Immicration and Naturalizetion Comisaion to make a 
thorough study and outline a program, Such a Conmiasion 
should muke an analysis of the Immigration and Naturalie 
zation question, anc eulmit a report to the Imperial 
Wizard, for his upproval, with a definite policy tc 
handle thie complex question.'*!7 

This Klan leacer further suggested what the Klun policy should bes 

"In my opinion a law should be enacted restricting irripration to 

the United States for et least ten years, while we take an inventory 


of the humun assets and lisbilities within our borders, de a Lit of 


house cleaning, and set our donestic affairs in Letter orcer,""1& 





lOMeckling ope Cites 1212123. 


17Grand bragon of South Carclina, "The Regulaticn of Imii- 
gration," zlean Papers Ze 


18tbides 70. 
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The cause of this antieforeign feeling among Klan leadere nay 
be examined from cultural, econeric, and political standpoints, ihe 
first feer woe that the foreigners would destroy the soecalled 
American culture. [vidently little attention was given to the fuct 
that the very thing to be preserved, the /merican culture, wus 8 
product of the amalgamation of various cultural traits of previous 
immigrants. Certainly the United States has retained little of the 
culture of the true native inhabitants, the North «smerican Indiane, 
In order to prevent the possible destruction of the american culture 
the Klan sugrested that ít was necessary “that a law be enacted pro- 
hibiting the printing of any newspaper or magazine not printed in 
the English language, and to require all aliens within our borders 
to speak Enylish within a Limited period of time,"19 

A specific example of American culture believed to be jeoparde 
ized by foreigncre was the traditional rural atmosphere of this 
nation, The fact that the majority of smericane lived in urban 
centers by 192C allowed the predominantly rural membership of the 
Klan to attack not only foreigners in the large citica but the so- 
called evile of city life itself, "Emperor’’ Simmons emphasized thie 


facts 


"The alien peoples have not been distributed over the 
vast area of our country, but have, for the most part, 
been congested in our great center8e o o o because of 
their numbers, as well us their nationalistic tenden- 
cies, they organise themselves into separate communities 
and often breed hostility to American institutions, 





19Ibide 


11 


ilow naturai that such foreign comuunities should spawn 
all forms of social and rolitical vices,'"*' 


At encther point Simona went further in attacking urban culture: 


"The city simply car not furnish the cherecterebu lde 
ing eleuenta which must needs po into the making of an 
(fmerican, Every smerican child sheuld be born to a 
vast heritexe. This herituge should include a fine 
healthy purentase, clean Lirth, gentle cure, proper 


nourishnent, and opportunity for play and education in 
the cpen country,"21 


én examinstion of the cconowic aspect of the antieforciun feelin, 


of the klan makes the purvoce very cleart "The pelicy of the Klan is 


to stop this stream of undesirul lee anu thus prevent the plutting of 


the “/merican lator market,'*24 “Emperor” Simons expanded thie idea 


ond justified itt 


“se ure told toecay (192C) that nilifens of workera in 
our great cities are unaqapleyed. 1 reflect at once upon 
the figures which are placed before ua. In round nume 
bers we have, this wintcr, about six millions of unnatue 
ralized foreign working people living in our cities, and 
almoat exactly the sane number of unemployed on our 
hands, ‘hat would they heve us te do? Are six millions 
more to come to ue and thus give us uw total of twelve 
millions of unemployed? “hut would these people all do 
for a living? ‘There are simply not enough jobs in the 


cities for thom, une it seems evident thet thcre will 
not be in our genesecion,’’* 


A final consicerasaticn of the reason for Klan opposition to 


foreign fimmipvration was the belief on the part of the Klan that 


these foreignebern would exert an uncue amount of political influence 





2USimeone, Ope Cites 55250, 


2lItids. 125. 


é2en Exalted Cyclops of the Urder, "The Frinciples and lur- 
poses Cf The Knights Cf The Ku Klux Klan," Klan Papers, 128, 


“3Strmons, Che Cite. 123-124, 
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in this country. ‘This would be accomplished in the following wuyt 
"his inmigrant element hea Leen e o o used in our electicna as a 
mase vote by thcee who exercise control over ite vetes through the 
political power of the Churche'"<4 ot another point Simons declared 
that only nativeeborn smericuns should participate in noliticss 

"We believe that only one iorn on :merican soil, sure 

rounded by American inetitutions, taught in American 

schools, harmonized from iniuncy with emorican idcoa, 

cen beccme fully conscious of what cur peculiar derwoce 

racy means and Le adequately qualified for ull the 

duties of citizenship in this reoullic,'* 9 

le ehould be rererbered thet thie fear of alien intcrference 

in volitics was not new in americen histery, The first political 
party in pewer in merica, the Federalist, chanpioned the idea of 
limiting political participaticn of the foreign-born by sronsoring 
the alien and Sedition «cts in 1798, This policy played an important 
role in destroying the Federalists us an effective elesent in smerican 
politice. Later partics profited by the experience of the lederulists 


and were hesitant to formally condemn the foreignebcrm as they 


reolized that the alien of today would be the weting citizen of 


tomorrow, 
ontiehesro 


The Klan attitude toward the Negro ie perhaps the easiest tc 
evaluate. Cn this point there can Le little question ew the Klan in 


both official and unofficial ataterente lefe little to the tmarination 





241 bide D 740175. 


251 bides 540 
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with regard to ite position, Paul Se Ftheridge surmerizeu the Klan 
position toward the Negro in a paper entitled “an Interpretation Of 
The Constitution And Laws Cf The Knights Cf The Ku Klux Klan": "be 
are committed to « doctrine of a positive distincticn between the 
races of mankinc as decreed by the Crestor, and pledged to an undying 
purpose to maintain white supremacy und to op se any comprer i ye 
thereof ."40 “tmperor’ Simmons justified the official stand on white 
supremacy Ly pointing to the alleged infericrity of the Negro race: 

“hy should the simple truth give offense to anybody’ 

The Negro in Africa is e childish berburian, Left to 

himself, he has never at any time or place evolved 

even the beginning of a civilization, Do whet we inay 

in the way of an education, the mind of the pure Negro, 

compared te the white, on the average doce not get 

beyend che age of twelve years.“ 
Ie is accurete to say that the Klan advocated a policy of keeping 
the Negro subordinate to the white man in the encial, eceonenic, and 


pe litical spheres, This policy merely reflected the attituce of the 


majcerity of Southern whites, 


éAntteCathalic 


The idea that the Roman Catholics in America posed a threat to 
the /merican system was not new, The FnoweNothing Party, at ite pesk 
in 1856, had as one of its objectives the ramoval of koman Cathe lice 
fron: a prominent place in smerican politice. Usually rcesentrcnt 


apainst Catholics has been at a peak inmediately following a large 





20Paul & Etheridge, "én Interpretation Cf The Constitution 
ond Law Of The Knights Gf The Xu Klux Klan," klan Pupers, 38e 


27Simmen®, Ope Cites 156. 
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influx of Catholic ismigrants into the United States, This wee true 
in 1856 and in the curly 1920's, 

The two most important objections rrotestent /smericane had to 
Catholics were: (1) The allegiance every Catholic owed the Pepe and 
(2) The practice of establishing perochial schools in order to edue 
cate Catholic youth. In 1923, the newly selected Imperial Wizera, 
Dre lle We Fvanea, expressed the Klan idea thet a Catholic can not be 


a loyal American: 


“The Knights of the nu Klux Klan hold that if the doce 

trine of the Catholic Church ie that the ‘ope is God's 

divinely appointed representative on earth, and has 

the right to control over stutes, that doctrine is dan- 
gerous to this or any other free country. 

We believe this to be the real doctrine of the 
Roman Catholic, if he honestly believes the ope to be 
God's divinely appointed agent over all the earth, over 
all governnents and people on earth, would hold firet 
allegiance to the Pope and then to america,''28 


fvane then stated that the Klan should "steadfastly oppose the politi- 
cal interference of Roman Catholic organizations in political matters 
in America."“" The other basis of Klan criticism of Catholics wae 
the Catholic pructice of educating their youth in parochial echcols, 
The Klan felt that the Church was using this metlou to prevent the 
adequate education in denccratic practices which were deemed necessary 
for proper participation in a democratic formi of fovernment. Imperial 
Wizard Lvans attacked the Catholic schools by remarking: 

"We cannot allow any world-wide system of religious 

teaching, highly organized and entirely secret, to 


gain control of the free channels of zovertmment in 
smerica, The free public echool system of america is 





28H. “e Evane, "The Attitude Cf The Knights Of The Ku Klux 
Klan Toward The koman Catholic Hiererchy," Klean Papers, 38, 


29 bides 1150 
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the singular Codegiven inatrument with which the forces 
of superstiticn, iznerance and fanstician have been 
beaten to their knees; anc any man or any sect, anywhere, 
who lends his voice, his meney, or his influence to the 
suppression cr hindrance of thie great educational ayse 
tes is an eney of this ccuntry ond ought not to te 


permitted to preach a doctrine subversive of ite princie 
ples "3 


This example of the Klan attituve toward ioman Catholics wae published 
es an official atatement of the Klan and may be conesiderec mild when 
compared to statements mude by local leaders, san exmple of a nore 
hostile attitude toward Catholics is founu in a speecn delivered to 

a large Klan gathering in Chattanocge, Tennessee: “The Knights of 
Columbus have 2,000 rifles stored in the Catholic church; they will 
before long march down Merket Street armed with their rifles; and the 
ku Klux Klan must organize and arm itself for the purpose of protecte 
ing the city from the designs of this murderous organization,"-! 

(ne wonders what the "design of this nurcerous organization” was, 
Could it perhaps have been to transfer the Vatican to Tennessee? 

The Klan at all tines realized the recansity of asecciating 
itself with the Protestant Churches cf merica, The Grand Dragon cf 
the Realm of Cklahoma vividly emphasized this in a paper entitled 
“The befinition (Cf Klankraft And liow to Disrneminate Ie''s 

"Hut how can this be accomplished? [Dissemination of 
Klankraft] Fireut: by making a supreme effort to interest 
all Protestant ministers who can qualify (mone thoee 
who could not qualify were undoubtedly Negro ministers 


in our organization, with the ultimate view of taking 
them into our order; second: by encouraging thesare 





3(Tbig. s 116. 


3lFry, Ope Sites 256 
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ministers to celiver in the pulpit and in the hKlavern, 
eermens which deal with the greet principles of our 
order, ever standing ready to assist them in cather- 
ing necessary data to drive home their argiments, and 
in voicing our appreciation of their efforts by repree 


scntaticn, financial und woral support in all their 
legitimate undertakings. = 


This staterent, more than any other, illustrates the extent to which 
the Klan would ge in order to have ita views brought to the attention 
of a cornmunity. It would be impessible to vetcrmine to what extent 
frotestant ministers included the doctrines of the Klin in their 
theoloyy. Reverend Caleb As Ripley, a Baptist ninieter of ¢tlanta, 
Ceorgia, expressed Klan ideale in the following statement: "I a 

an 4nploeSaxon white man, 80 ordained by the hand ana will ef Lod 

und 6o conetituted and truined that I cannot conscientiously take 


cither my politics or religion from some secluded «ae on the other 


side of the world"33 + statement of this type presents the ques- 


tion: “ould Reverend kipley be willing to take his “politice or 


religion" from a whiteerobed ass on this side of the world? 


éntieJewish: 


The last inportant minority group attacked by the Klan wae the 


Jewish population of the Imited States, (ince more an isnue was pre» 


sented, antieSemitiam, which did not originate in the Klan but which 


was adopted Ly that organization, ‘The Klan feeling of antiesenitiex 


— 


32Grand bragon of the kealm of tklahows, "Ihe vefinitien Cf 
Klankraft «nd How Te bisseminute It," klan (urs, 46-47, 
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stemmed from religious, econonic, anc cultural factors. Imperial 
Wizard Evans pointed to the nonconformity of the Jewish religion, and 


optimistically epoke of converting the Jews to Chrietianity: 


"Give then [the Jews] the idea of Christian civilizatione- 
nive thee the high tide of Christian civilization end 

they will abserb Jesus Christe-they will absorb Christ's 
coctrine because it hac won every humen cn eerth except 
the Jew, If you will only do that you will not only 
benefit those people theanselves who stand out as people 


without a flag or a country, but the whole world will 
be benefited,°% 


At another point Ur. Evans assailed the Jews as an economic lialility 


to the Unitec States: 


“The Jew has engaged in the emall trades in «merica, 

Hie economic velue to society is that of a middleeman, 
There is no enterprise or industry of the inventive, 
creative, or initiative sort that the Jew can claim as 
his distinctive contribution to the public welfare in 
merica, He hes not, by skill or artisan, afforded anye 
thing tc «american fdeeliam, or by vision of artist 

added anything to American construction, He hae given 
fmiericen people no impulsion tc simpler and nobler 


life, The Jew has not increased the sum of imerican 
wealth,"'22 


Dre Evans continued by coubining his criticisa of the Jews with 


ancther Klan coctrine, the evil of the citys 


“rut nearly all the Jews in thie country live in the 
large cities, They are not generally distributed over 
the vast arec of our cormon country. This violates a 
fundamental law of our eocial life. |^ fundamental law 
of the ku Klux Klan} "the city ia a cancer on the Lody 
politic,’ and ‘an illustration of the failure of /mert- 
can democracy.’ The point however is just thie: The 
Jew came to America in considerable numbers only after 
the great ¢merican hepublic was established, then fer 
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the purpose cf taking asylum under the towers of Laoe 
cratic Goverment. He gid nothing to wreet humen riphts 
from despotic power, or te feunc the institutions of 
humen liberty,''-2 


The prececin;, is a sumuary of the attitude of the Klun toverd 
four large rincrity groupe in American societys the forelynetorn, the 
Negro, the komen Catholic, anu the Jew, sy nc means did the vlan 
program stop neree The Granu Drogon of South Carolina expluined how 
the Klan intended to give aid to probleme of u rore localized natures 
“The Japencse cucstion ie enother great menace that confrente the 
Mmericecn people today. “nd the Knights of the ru Alux hlan con do 
no greater service then to tuke up the fight with thosc loyal citte 
zones of California, in their effort te prevent their state from bee 
corning a little Japan "37 Thus it íe olvious that the tlen, if 
effectively used, could concentrate the influence cf its nuticnel 
meriberehip unon the desires of any local crgonizetion, 

The majerity cf the informstion on the principles and purrc oe 
of the Klan wae taken fror a Wook tude up of papere read ct the first 
annuzl meeting of Grand iregons of the ku Klux Klan in July, 1923, 

A paragraph of the »refuce, prepared by the Imperial Wizurd, br. ii. Me 
Fvane, illustrated the officiel Klan position on the velumns "This 
book explains the principles, purpeses and operation cf the Snipghte 


of the Ku Klux dlan fully in every detail, it ie virtually a 
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textbook on Klankraft and io dediccted to the Flanemern of sncrica," © 


Political Influcncs gm Law  nforcenent 


Perhaps the mest violent criticiam of the Klan ercse beccuse of 
incidents in which lccel Klans took the oblipatien of lew enforcoment 


into their oum hands, ‘the official Klan positicn with regard to law 


enforcesent was cxprcessed by Simmons: 


'e o o Let me anrthusize thet the Ku Klux Klaun conducts 
ite activities not only within the law, but in active 
support of the law. Cur general organization wuld 
not tolerate fer a moment any illepul act on the part 
of any of our local organizations, the Klan hae not 
Leen formed tc express little hatrede but to etudy crue 


cial problems and aid in the execution of Llarre national 
po licies.'29 


This statement was published in The Elan Umigsked and reflected an 





attitude which Sismons realized the gencral public would receive Laver- 
ablye 

The fact remsins, however, that violence did occur, During the 
period of rapid expansion hy the Klon, Uctcber, 1920, to Cctober, 
1921, The lew York World reported e wave of crime, justly or unjustly 
asscecicted with the Klan, which incluced four killings, one mutiletion, 
one brendingewitheecid, forty-one floggings, twentyeseven tareende 
feather partics, five kidnappings, fortyethree individuals warned to 
leave tcm or otherwise threatened, fourteen cornmunitice threatened 


by posters, and sixteen perades of nusked wen with warning plecardy, 
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These incidents were characterized by two peculiaritica: They 
occurred because of alleged violation of certain laws and they were 
comitted after nightfall by parties whose identity was concealed by 
masks, thue following the general pettern sesociated with Klan 
violence,“ 

It is impossible to determine the extent to which Klan membere 
participated in these acte of violence, However, it ie otvicue thet 
the Kian wae morally responsible for having created an atrosrhere in 
which this type of incident could occur, It is intereeting to note 
that this period of lawlessness coincided with the pericd of most 
rapid Klan growth. <Althcugh the Klan offielfelly denied any ussocie 
ation with these acts of violence, the Imperial Wizard admittec the 
possibility of Klan involvement: "The Wisard is not responsible for 
any violence. I am going to tell you now, you go home and do your 
duty and the first time you have a bunch of Klanemen that break a 
law do not get behind then,''4! By his phraserlogy one would gather 
thet the Imperial Wizard not only admitted the possibility of viclence 
but actually expected it. 

Cne may ask where were the regularly constituted laweenforcenent 


officere when these acte of violence occurred? The answer, to a large 


extent, would be=ein the Klan, There can be no doubt that while the 


Klan advocated support of law enforcement, its reel idea of support 


was to enlist the aid of prominent men, especially those in strategic 
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positions, in order to carry on Klan work, This program of enrolling 
peracns of authority is illustrated in "The Klan Newsletter” of 
May 20, 1921, in which a local Klan pointed with pride to its 


successes: 


"You may stute in your weekly letter that in one city 

in Virginia we have the chief of police, the commone 

wealth attorney, the postmaster, the police court judge, 

nembers of the city council and managing editor of the 

leading paper and many other prominent business and 

professional meng This is Newport News,” 2 
The difficulty which a public official, who was aleo a Klenemen, 
would face in the attempt to carry out his designated duties te nade 
apparent by an examination of Section IV of the Klan Oath in wich 
each member was required to states "I ewear that I will keep secure 
to myself a secret of a kienaman when same is committed to me in the 
sacred bond of Klanemanshipeethe crime of violating this oath, treae 
eon against the United States of ‘merica, repe, and malicious murder 
alone excepted."43 Thus it is apparent that the Klan considered only 
four crimes, one of which is a crime against the Klan, serious enough 
to warrant exposure of a fellow member, This restriction imposed on 
American citizens greatly hindered the normal criminal procedure of 
our court system and it is impossible to overemphasize the effect of 
thís restriction on the work of law enforcement officers in their 


constituted duties, 


Another example of the method by which the Klan intended to 
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promote its program under the guise of "aid" to law enforcerent 
officere is illustrated in "The Klan Newsletter” of June 10, 1921: 


"We have just taken in the chief of police, o o o when 
he learned he was to have our support in upholding the 
law he was certainly pleased, especially with ovr milie 
tary organizstions, which we offered him in case of 
trouble. He then informed ue that the city is ineufe 
ficiently protected and that we are sitting on a volcano 
regarding the negro qucstion, that there is a grwat deal 
of unrest among them and that we might have a riot at 
any time and he was very much worriecds o « « He welecmed 
us and the military company is to be trained and two 
hundred and sixty repeating riflos will be turned over 
to use in time of trouble, 1 asked how many of the three 
hundred present at the meeting would be willing to join 
the organization to assist the chief, and every one of 
them stood Upe o e o The chief of police states that 

any man we select to head these two hundred and sixty 
Klansren will be made by him assistent director of pube 
lic safety in charge of the Klansmen,"~ 


This reference illustrates the flexibility of the Klan program in 
attempts to gain the support of public officials in order to achieve 
desired poals. There can be no doubt that some public servants 
entered the Klan either cue to ignorance of ite principles or because 
of the necessity of becoming associates with an organization of tree 
mendous political power, There were those, howevcr, who not only 
worked closely with the Klan but actually placed Klan obligations 
before official responsibility, One such person revealed his ardent 
loyalty by remarking! 
"I did not think it possible that my enthusiaem for our 
noble order could be increased, but your letter of the 
fourteenth has filled me with added inepiration, laving 
been offered an opportunity for service in the field 


in Missouri, I am resigning my position with the governe 
ment hore and hope soon to be emong the chosen disciples 
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of our grest fmperor proclaiming hie inspired doctrine 
of new freedom to the world, ieyond the simple office 
of treasurer in my home county I have never sought pube 
lie honors nor craved colitical preference, but in the 
glorious work of thie Godeinspired order every ounce 

of my energy will strive for excellence, I shall nevor 
seek the honor or preferment of office except wherein 

I may contribute to the honor and preferment of my Klan, 
hy fellow i. Lansmen have here scan fit to confer upon 

me the highest honor within their power, and Cod being 


my witnese, I would not barter it for any other honor 
that life may holde"ć5 


This example not only pointe out the enthusiasm with which some Klan 
mebere undertook their work but, more important, reveale that anre 


would subordinate their sworn duties as public servente to the intore 


eets of the Invisible fmpire, 
Reason for lan liemberehip 


Cne question that undoubtedly plagued many ‘mericens during the 
third decade of the twentieth century was the followings Why would 
anyone join an organization euch ase the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan? 

To answer this question it is necessary to dieregard the few organizers 
and promotera who received personal satisfaction or financial rewards 
for their efforts and inetead devote our attention to the millions 

of Americans who stood to gain no tangible reward for their efforte. 

Klan members camc from all sections of the United States Lut 
the greatest support was in areas which haa been disturbed little by 
recent immigrant groups. Thus, a stronghold of klaniem was found in 


the South and areas of the liidwest and Pacific Northwest. These 
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areas, in which Klunkru{t had ite greatest following, had in corecn 
three characteristics: (1) A citizenry predominantly Pfrotcetant and 
with a high percentage of Methodists and Baptiste; (2) A citizenry 
made up predominantly of the old AngloeSaxon stock; (3) A rural cule 
tural pattern, Any area within the normal bounds of the Klan which 
lacked one or more of these churacteristics usually failed to give 
atrong support to the organization, An excelicnt cxanple of this is 
the Southern portion of the state of Loudeianée. Here Any loe axon 
and Protestant domination was lacking, thus lessening considerably 
the possibility of ite Lecoring a strong Klan area, 

Cne member pave this statement ee his reason for joining the 


Klan: 


“I went into this one partly bacauee I was e joiner and 
was curious to see what it was all about, but principally 
because I thought it was a fraternal order which wae 
actually a revival of the original Ku Klux Klan. o e o 
Thet old organization has always had a certain glamour 
for me as it hae for every other southerners o o e Í 
knew absolutely nothing ¿bout the structure of the new 
Ku Klux Klan, took it on faith, and assumed that in {ts 
government and administration, it would function like 

any other of the standard fraternal orders." “6 


This statement was made by a person who eventually assumed a position 
of leadership within the Klan and reveals the possibility that many 
perscne joinec the Klan in ite early pericd through ignorance of the 
Klan progrem,. ‘Another point of view ta expressed by John Moffatt 


tiecklin, sociologist, whose book, The Ku Klux Klan? a2 gtuuy of ihe 


american Mind, emphasizes the point that many «mericans who lived 





“OUbides 2-3. 


23 


in rural areas felt the need for some activity to supplement their 
Soirewhat revtine life. Mecklin pointe out that these Americans had 
been made to realize their essential mediocrity through the strains 
of social competition, but now for the mere sun of ten dollara they 
could become Knights in the Invisible Empire. When in history wae 
knipehthood gained for such a paltry sum? 47 
All of these reasons were important but the fact renaina that 
for the unet part Klan growth was net due primarily to ignorance or 
to a feeling of social infcriority but was due to the desire of cone 
to associate themselves with the ideale of the Ku Klux Klan. Regardes 
lesa of whet the Imperial 4izard or some other spokesman might publieh 
about the objectives of the Klean, the local solicitors used their dite 
cretion when outlining the Klan program for prospective memeras. 
Cne such example is found in the anawer of a locél solicitor when 
aeked the objective of the Klen: “We are organized for the purpcse 
of fighting the Catholic and Jews po liticelly,'*48 Therefore, it ie 
obvious thet the rapid growth of the Klan resulted primarily from 
the desire of vaoricus individuals to express their fears of and pree 
judices toward minority groups through a powerful national organizations 
The Klan was an important element in American eociety throuzhout 
the third decede of the twentieth century, Although many attempts 
were made to expose the Klan, principally by the press, there is 


little evidence that these cempaigne were successful on the national 
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lovel, In fact, one Klan leader expresscd his pratitude to the 


gentlemen of the press by renarking: "The press of the ccuntry hae, 


tore than any one ageney, increaced the morberehip of the Knichte of 


the Ku Klux Klan to what it ís today, From the press the Klan 


received gretis, and ie still receiving daily, advertieaicent thet is 
worth milliens in cold cash,'49 

Now then was the klun destroyed? This was accomplished only 
when the citizens of a cevmunity or state saw clearly the workings 
of the Klen anc realized the extent to which a secret orponization 
would go to dierupt the nomoal process of conmunity life, It is the 
purpose of this paper to desecrile one such incident, an incident 
which occurred in the Northeast Loufeiune rarish of torehcuse in 1922, 
which illustrated to the people of that section the extent to which 
the Klan weuld go in its positicn as selfeapjpointed guardian of come 
munity morale, This incident, althcugh never officially connected 
with the Klan, brought about the destruction of the local chaptcr 


when a majority of the people realized the dcngers inherent in unregue 


lated secret orranizations., 





49Editor Imperial Night Hauk, "The Klan and The Press," klan 
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CHAPTCHK I1 
KLEN BeCXGROUND IN t€ &rHOUSE PARISH 


The Northeast Icuisiana Farieh af lorehouse, like meny other 
areas in the United otetee, proved to be an idesl location tor the 
Gevelepment and prowth of the twentieth century Ku Klux Alen. The 
white population of Morehcuse Parieh was vredoninantly !rotcstant, 
descended from «ngloesSaxcn stock, ona influenced by è rural environ- 
ment. The ku Klux Klen Legen in )oreheuse Varish with the organize- 
ticn of a local chaeptcr in 1921, Cuptsin 5. he Skipwith, who had 
receive; the title "Captain" because he at cne tine had operated e 
steamtost, was selecte«. us the ixalted Cyclone. “Captain” Skipwith 
had come to the parish & few years previcusly ag a cottonseed buyer 
and had joined the Klan tecauec of his affiliation with the original 
Klan which flourished immedtetely following the Civil «sr, 

In Morehcuse Farish, there wae & nexligille number cf Jews and 
Catholics and, as the Negioce cf the ares were almost entirely de- 
pendent economically upon white lund owners, the Klan wee relieved 
of the necessity of concertruting its vowers on any of these rmanerity 
prounse Censcquently, the Klan turned its attention to alleped 
viclaticns of the lew. sccorduing te "Captain" Skipwith, Morehouse 
Parieh had Lein contemptuous of all laws prior to the crgenizeticn 
of the ku flux Klan in that area, Lut sections of the Klan had 
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corrected this situction with the exception of the village of Ner 
Rouge, which was located approxiwately in the center of the perish. 
Skipwith eteted thet preups of Klansmen, under his personel leadere 
chip et tines, had mace raids to correct such illegal »ractices as 
the possession of liquor, destruction of cattleedipping vats, and 
the distillation of “mocnshine”™ whisky, séccording to Skipwith, 
Klensren were instruncntul in Criving undesirable women from the 
perish, und on one accesion hed expressed more conventions! Klan 
idevls ty forcing a young woman school teacher to resign bLeceuse she 
was of the koman Catholic faith,! 

For approximately one year Klan activity flourished in Morehouse 
Furiesh. There were numercus acccunts of hooded mob activity with no 
record of any arrest or cenvicticn prior to intervention ty the 
governor of Leuisians. It is correct to eernume that little if any 
of the meb activity would have been Ereupht te the attenticn cf the 
public had there not been an cpen hearing in tastrop, Louistena, 
from January 5, 1923, through January 25, 1923, for the purpose of 
investigating the most serioue of all viclationse attributed to the 
Klan, the kidnapping ef five men and the subsequent murder of two 
of them. 

Usually the victire of the nobe had teen unable to identify 
their assailants, but on several cecisions positive identification 
had Leen made, (ne incident in which positive identification of 


mob members was possitle wae revceled by Miss Addie May Harnilton, 
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a seventeecreycarecla resicent of Ner euge whe tolu of leing forced 
to leave her tendily and home in ler louge by è group cf Llaeckereled 
mene ff aporeximetcly 16:36 efcleck on the night of January 22, 1922, 
Mise Ueriltonte rother responded to a knock cn the door cf her hone 
but gu ckly slammed the acor upon seeing a mueked reb pathered on the 
leme The cob gafred entry te the Hari)ton heme through è sive door 
anc Lre he Ne Mekeitn, Lesder of the Mer cuge Ku Klux Klan, said to 
‘ree liamilton, "zadic ay haa tc leave Ker loupe tonight. the te 
leauing on morsel ilte.” Mrs. llcilton prevailec upen the men to 
bilow her deughter te rerein, but Ure “Mcdvin's reply wus thot Mrb&. 
Herdilton would te tarred and feathered if she continued to ckhject. 
Mise Herilton was then teken by autercbile te the railway capot, wës 
given the seven collar truin fore by Dre McKkoin, and wae forced to 
tourada the 11:25 Pe f. train lounu fer Little hock, oTkEencess: 

Hugh Clark, a repivent of Ner rouge fer eighteen years, later 
explained the cireunstences which allowec tiss Hamilton to return to 
her facily in Hier loupes Clerk, while on business in little bock, 
celled on tice Hamilton et the home of her sister where she had taken 


refuge. Clark, who wae uccecmrinted Ly Te ke Hopkins of Mer tcuge, 


was told the stery ct fdoie  ay’s ferced departure in Januory. `ies 





2xettorney Ceneral +. Ve Coce, after conducting a threeewcek 
epen hearing in bsetrop, louistuna, presented a tranecript of the 
testimony to the ‘orehouse Parish grand jury, /ftcr an unsucceusful 
search for this prinary source in the “orehcuse Parish Courthcuse 
and the ; ttcrney Cencral’s office íin Baton Rouge, this writer selected 
The Times-"icayune of New Crleans as the most complete available 
acceunt of the proceecings end testinony of the hearing. The Vines. 
“icayune (New Crleens), January 11, 1923, 
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Ramilton explainec that she wishec to return tc her heme and esked 
Clark and Hopkins if they cculd help her, Clark premised to give whet 
assistance he cculd, and upon his return to Mer loupe spoke to several 
Klansmen. He also talked with "Captain" Skipwith who seid that he had 
no objections to liss Hamilton's return, Eventually, Clerk obtainec 
a paper signed by twelve Mer Rouge Klansmen which authorized Mias 
Henilton’s return. This infcrmation was sent to |! ies Hemilton in 
Little Rock and she immedietely rejoined her family in Mer louge. > 
Another example of Klun rule was revealec by Alonzo Fraddock, a 
life-long resident of Morehouse "erteh. Druddock stcted that at 
approximately 1:30 or 2 c*clock on a morning in November he was 
awakened by shouts and curses outside his home, He looked out the 
window, saw a masked mob, and asked the men to weit until he dreseeu. 
Before he had completed dressing, the meb broke down the door and 
entered the kraddock home, Cne of the masked men announced, ‘we want 
you for making whiskey." hraddock recopnizec the speaker as "Captain" 
Skipwith and he and his wife begged Skipwith to tum Braddock over 
to Sheriff Fred Carpenter if there were any charges to be made against 
him, After being assured that he would not be harmed, Braddock wae 
placed in one of the waiting sutomobiles and was then driven to the 
hone of Sheriff Carpenter in Hastrop,. hraddock remained in the Car- 
penter home that night and wae relessed the next cerning without 


being indicted or having any charges brought agsinst hime? Shoriff 
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Corpenter later testifice that Skipwith, on the day prior to the raid 
at the Kraddeck home, had reported that a whisky still hau been lce 


cates The Sheriff explainec thet ine had deputized Skipwith and his 


men ee that they might bring ir any prisoners.” 

The two incidents mentioned above indicate the extent to which 
Klan members took the law into their own handas both jodie Nay 
Hamilton and Alonzo Precdock hau been foreeably ane illegally reuved 
from their homesemwen unquesticnseble act of kidnapping. In neither 
Cese was tie victim phyeically harmed. Cther victine of veb action, 
however, were not so fortunate. Jom kobinson, áa ftfityeyeireold 
farmer who owned a forty-eight acre farm locatec near the Louisiina- 
Arkansas line, teetifiec that on Sunvay morning June 18, 1922, he hed 
gone to the Sunrise Methodist Church about 1010C o'clock, oneshalf 
hour tefore services were tc begin, He had planneo to usa this tine 
to select the songs fer the service as he was the songeleauer for the 
congregetion, Hearing a car drive up and ecssuming that some of the 
church members were arriving early, he sent his young niece to sec 
whe hed errived, ‘The child returnec crying, "Uncle Tow, Uncle Iou, 
it's the ku Klux,” Rebineon then went tc the door of the church 
where he was met ty a hooded man armec with a ristol. lie wes forced 
Ly the mob into one of the autemebiles ene was criven seme distance 
away from th: church, He was then taken into the woods and after 
removing hia clothing, was placed over a log and severely Leaten. 


efter receiving one whipping he was asked if he would “straighten up 
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and quit the lewless gang." He said thet he would, but was apain 
beaten when cne cf the mob said, "Let's give it te him again," 
hokinsen said thet he was unatle to reccpnize any of the wen as he 
had Leen blindfelded, hkobinecn further etsted that he had, prior te 
the testing, received & ncte in which he wea accused of Llowing up 
cattleedipping vets,© 

There were many other exuuples of rasked wen engafeg in currye 
ing out their selfeappointed rele as pusrdians of the worele of the 
community. He Ce Cegood testified that he left Morehouse Parish in 
the summer of 1922, after being teken by a group of hooded men and 
lashed ahout fifty tines,’ Fred Cobh, á resident of lLastrep, was 
taken by a group of five hooded men, one of whom was armed, and lece 
tured on his morales, although olb escaped punishment, hie life was 
threatened by Laurrie Calhoun, the only member of the group that he 
was able to recognize,” 

Perhaps one of the most cormon methods of intimidating persone 
was the practice of sending anonymcus letters in which the recipient 
was ordered to leave the perish. One such letter was produced in 


the open hearing in Pastrop and presented as evidence, The letter is 


here produced in its entirety: 


"Dear Siree 


The committee after watching your mode of living 
and your utter disregard of the laws of cur land against 





OIbia., January 25, 1923. 
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the manufecture and scle cf Licucr, anu the peaceatle ond 
umiolested possesBion cf property, have decided that your 
oven viclations of the lew and your censtint vepreceticns 
upon the csttle, hoje, unc sheep, ctce, Of your reivhtars 
makee you a mest uncvesirsel le citizen, 

You will, therefore, accept this as a notice and 
warning to you te depert from this parfieh at the ecxpirae 


ticn of ten deys irom the tiwe of receipt of sme, never 
tc return aruine 


If you feil to obey this oruer you muet take the 
cor fecuencecs. 
"VICILANCE COM I1TTHL."9 

The reacticn cf persone receiving letters of this nature varied, 
Dewey Lrown was crdered to leave his horie nesr iaetrep early in 1922, 
but wee vermitted to rnain efter effecting » conpromise Ly which he 
was nut on & sixtyecaay probation. Jat teCowen received & werning 
letter on Merch 12, 1922, and left the parieh, He was sllowed te 
return efter hie wife gained the aid of influential Kliungen, a & 
Esborn, scneinelaw cf MeCowen, ¿leo received c letter ordering hi 
fret; the parish, «t the tine of his testimony, January, 1923, (se 
borne was residing in “acisen Parteh,10 

Elen warnings were by no meane reetricted to incivicuals as is 
evidenced ty the tcetincny of Ge ue walker, a member of the > fusion- 
ary beptist Church near Collinsten, alker tecle cf an ineicent in 
which four ren, !)re Fe He MckKoin and "Pink" tirkecotrick alone recog- 
nized, enterec the church and read a notice to the consreretion 


ordering thet disorders woulc have to stop, The "“dinerccse” referies 





9Ibid., January 71, 1923, 
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tc a fight which had occurred near the church ¿è shert tite pre- 
viously t1 

nll memLers of the Klin were not willing to carry cut the orders 
of their superiors, James Te Norsworthy testified that he resi;ned 
from the Klin when crderec te take three men, Je Ce “ulle, Jordan 
bailey, and "Sunny" King, tc the Arkansas line, teat them, anc order 
them never tc return, Fe We enurews, another former nember, rerortec 
that be refused to take part in the deportation of addic Hay Hamilten 
when so ordered by Dre Pe Me MeKoin, Andrews algo named two other 
Klansmen whe refused the same order, !4 

The resvenaitility fer the ncb vielence in torchouse Parish rests 
primarily with a emall proup of men intent upon perecnslly enforcing 
the lawe of the etate, but in o Going, grossly violating other laus, 
The comunity as a whole, however, was not without guilt. This was 
illustrated in a sencon delivered cn January 21, 1923, Ly the 
Keverend Leon ‘ie Sloan (reputedly a Klan member), pastor of the bepe 
tist Church in lbestrop, in which the minister stated thet the church 
would have to share the blame for conditions in t@rehouse Purish./4 
Until upust 24, 1922, the citizens of 'orehouse Parish either cone 
doned the activities of the Klan or by their silence allowed its 


existence. ‘The extent of [lan membership in the perish wos revcaled 


by A. Če Ferland whe wae in churge of the investigseticn conducted Ly 
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the United States Levartment of Juatice in :orehcuse Purish. Ina 


rezort which he sulmitted to Governor Parker, Investipetor furlend 
placed Klan membership prior to sugust, 1922, ae consisting of tive 
hundred of the eight hundred male voters of the oarish, t4 This condie 


tion lec to the following observation by & citizen of Luke Charles, 


Joe de Williams: 


"e e o # mall percentage of its (xu k lux klan] menbers 
always reserve in their mings and insist thet in sone 


mystericus way the Klan is divinely endowed with the 


right to take the law into ita own hande wicn of fictiuls 
fail ta ucte 


Thies was the clair in Morehouse Parish, It cannot 
Le toc often repeated thet in “Morehouse the sheriff 


was a Klaneman, hia ceoputies were Klanemen, the dietrict 
attorney was a Klaneman und nine members of the prend 
jury were Klanamen, If the laws therefore were not 
enforced in Morehcuse Parish, the reeponsitiliry must 

be placed equarely on the Ku Klux Klan."25 


Incicents Setween Klan ond Victime Prior to heir besth 


the preceding violations of human rights occurred during a brief 
period which began with the establishment of che Ku Klux Klan in 


Morehouse Parish late in 1921 end continuec until sugust, 1922, Cn 


éupuet 24, 1922, a inb of bluckehooded men committed a crime far 
more serious than anything heretofore cttrituted to this clement of 


the parish. Cn that date, suguet 24, 1922, a mol of apprexirotely 


twenty to twentyefive men took five citizens of Mer Rouge from their 


automebiles on a public highway in plain view of several dozen citi- 


zena of the parish. Cf the five men, one wee released unharmed, two 
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were severely bcaten and released, and the remaining two were bru- 


tally murdered ano their bLocies concealed for {cur months, 


This ace shocked the community, indeed the state and nation, 
although it should not have been to unreascnal le to cxpect un act of 


this nature to culminate the events of the past few ventis. Although 


the Ku Klux Klan was never officially connected with tiie atrocity, 
as indeed ne one wes found guilty of the crime, there wae little 


doubt in the minds of unbiased observers that the Klan, or wentere 
of the Klan actin; in an uneffielal céspacity, was responeille for 


the ect, 


The two victims of the mob were ‘att laniel ana Ticmes Fe 


Richarda, nen who were known as having publicly opposcd the Klan anu 
whe, in the past, had had alsputes with members of the organizetion, 


Ferhape the first claeh between the Klan and vatt Daniel occurred in 


the summer of 1922, Approximately ten mambere of the Herehouse 


Perish Ku Klux Klan, men from toth hastrop and For fouge, were etage 
ing a raid on a hegro’s home located a few miles nerth of Mer bouye, 


The Klan’s interest wee occasicned by reports that pamtling hed Leen 


occurring there, The group of alenaimen reached the houec shortly 


before midnight end reelizea that an cutomebile had stopped in the 


road approximctely one hundred yarus behind them, the leader of the 


mob, armed with a revolver and followeu by the cther wanbhers of the 
greup, auvanced to the cutonmcrile, opened the coor, ana sskeu the 

occupante of the autemobile to tuentity themselves. The torthcouing 
anawer was ‘att Laniel, 


e Ge «ndrews, anu larry Meelis. The Klen 


leader, thinking, that they hau been intentienally fcllowed by the 
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three men, asked the group hat sheulu be dene with the men. Although 
sor-eone replied, "Let's whip them," three or four in the proup who 
were friends of the provosed victimes disarreec and finally their judg- 
ment prevailed. The leader of the mob questicned Daniel concerning 

a rumor to the effect that he had Leen making whisky, Daniel replied 
that this was true, cs in the past he had made whisky, He further 
etated that he had stopped and had destroyed his cqui;wment. Thie 
explanation seemed to satisfy the rob and the three ren were releaseu 


without being harmed,?® 


The first important incident between T, Fe Richards and the Klan 
occurred at approxizately the same time, Richarda was cmployed as a 
mechanic for a local porage and used the beck portion of the building 
as his workshop. As the locel facilities for any large cethering 
were limited, the garajye had been selected ty a fraternal organizaticn 
as the cite of a supper, The Mer Rouge Klan leader, who wee aleo a 
member of the fraternal organization, was in charge of the arrangee 
mente for the occasion. Early in the day which had been selected 
for the supper, Richards had asked the Klen leader to leave a passage- 
way through the front of the farage so that Richarcs could trove autoe 
mobiles to and from his shope Richards later found tho paesage 
Llocked and sought out the man responsible, An argument ensued and 


only the intervention of bystanders prevented viclence,!? 


Around the end of July, 1922, an incident occurred which, 
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according to many locel observers, served us the tetive for the wure 
cer of Richerds onc Peniel apprexirately a month letere lire Je! 

NeXoin, the ackncwleceed leaner of the Ku Klux klen in Mer ‘cupe, ree 
ceived a request for his professional services « short disteanee frem 


Mer Veupe. Upon hin arrival st his destination, he was informed by 
the residents that they had made nc cell, He then returmed to Fer 
Reupe end us he approached the village, his uutouolile was {fred umne 
Dr, NcKoin’s stcry wat accepted in ite entirety by the majority of his 
friends, although many residents cí Mer houge questioned it. There 
were others who Lelieved that vr. iickoin fired the Lullets himself, 
recording to sone citizens of Ncr louge, bre MNcKoin fatricated this 
incident as he desired to withdrew from the Klan anu also wisheca to 
leave iler Rouges. They further stated that Dre tickein intended to use 
the incident to justify both actions. These who auvenced thie theory 
relieved that had Lre licKoin Leen in his autcowcbile ut the time the 
shots were fired, he cculd not possibly heve esceped injury t8 This 
thecry wus partielly suletuntiated loter when agents of the Unitea 


States DLepartment of Justice examined Dr. MeKoin’s autorobile and 


found thet tuc loads of tLuekshct had entered the cat of the automotile 


through a curtain in the rear, Most of the shot passed directly over 


the steering wheel anu one shet shuttered a spoke in the wheel, The 
investigators expressed the opinion thet Dre tckoin's version of the 


ahoo t Ing was ineccurete as they stetca thet anyone occunying the 
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drivers seat would have teen struck Ly the shot. l? 

There were others who telievea that neither of the aleve versicnsé 
wes true. Instead, they interpreted the incicent as ar ottapt to 
avenge the death of Ur. Then, whe was killed Ly Lre Fekcin tn 1916.40 
The importance of this attenpt whether factual cr fabricoteu to 
assacuinste Ur, ifckoin lies nect sc much in the fact that it crectca a 
eituaticn of tll-feeling Letween Klan and noneklan citizens, rut that 
it furnished the only reascnable motive for the murder of | ichurus 
and Daniel a centh Later, 

“Captain” 5. Ke Skipwith, leader anu spokeemen of the Ku Klux Klan 
in Morehause Parish, on meore then cne accasion utrectly Linked the 


attempt on Dr. Mckein’s life with the kiunapping of Yatt Vantel anc 


Theras Kichards. ULarly in Septemler, 1922, Skipwith, in an cfen letter 
to Coverncer Parkcr, referred to the kidnapping of the two wen as the 
“clesing scene" in the attempted murcer of Ur, McKoin, snd informed 

the governor that "the kidnapping of Daniel end tichercs Ly the (riends 
of Dre heKoin was the result of a diet lical etltempt to arsussinste 


hin, which attenpt wee treated and lecked upon Ly the peeple cf er 


Rouge &8 & Common, insignificant occurrence davenuing little cr no 


attention," Skipwith’s cveluation of the inefuent never faltercd 


and opproximately five months later, in en interview with newnpepere 


men at the close of the open hearing in lustrep, the aging Cyclopes, 
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careful to steer clear of any Klean implication, etuted that, ultbouph 
br. Heroin knew nething of the kicnapping, it was corriea cut Ly his 
friends, toth Masons and physiciene, «after stuting that sichurce hed 
not teen killed tut hig been pleced on a train at neyville, Skipwith 


ecntinued: 


“they killed watt for shooting at Ucxcine NeKoin had 

recognized sentel anc Richurds right «after the shoote 

inge « e e they all pletteu to kill iteXoin, “They set 

et e roune tatle, hin, (Cuert) hichurdg, huzo iavenport, 

the bleck sheep of u pood family, ald man Whipple and 

Camptell. I told them they wuld have trcutle if they 

dicn?’t fet rid of thosc loys over there,"42 

Further cvicence which incicutece that the Klan censidered 

bhicheras ana icniel resvensihle fer the ettempt on Dr. MeKoin®’s life 
is feunc in the fect thet toth  eniel ond Richards were questioned Ly 
heodec mole regerding the etterpted adoseseinetion. MrS, le te 
bichards, wife of one eof the slain men, later testifiec that on 
July 18, 1922, one week before hie death, her husband wae taken from 
his place of empilement, a geruge in bustrep, ty a group of hcoded 
men, The men Greve hichards into a wooded ares anu questicned him 
extensively atout the alleged pert he pleycd in the attempt on the 
life of bre ‘choin.g Mrs. ichurcs also ateted that her huebund rc- 
vealed to her thet one of his captors woe "Captain" 5 Ke Skipwith, 
txalted Cyclops of the Morcheuse Farish Ku Klux Klan.23 ‘Thue it ie 


impossible to disasscctate the alleged ottempt on Dre ckoin’s life 


with the wurder of Veniel anc Lichsrdea apprexiuately one month Letere 





"7 


““Ibid.e, January 26, 1923, 


“3ihid., January 11, 1923, 





CHAPTER III 
THE MOKLHOUSE PARISH MURDEKS 


On August 24, 1922, Kastrop, Louisiana, parish seat of HOree 
house, was the site of a baseball gume and public barbecue which 
were given to insure a large attendance for a meeting sponsoring 
road improvements within the parish, The ides was successful as a 
lurge crowd representing all sections of the parish was assembled, 
At the close of the festivities at approximately 6 o'clock in the 
evening, most of the group from lier Rouge began the drive hone, 
Approximately one mile bayond the city limits of Fastrop the group of 
automobiles was halted,4 J, Le Daniel, accompanied ty Tow. Fetereon, 
wae in the first car which wes stopped, Daniel stated thet he brought 
hie automobile to a helt after seeing a touring car estopped in the 
road ahead, At first glance, Daniel anu Petersen thought that the 
automobile had stopped due to mechanical failure. This assumption 
was immediately altered when & group of twenty or twentyefive masked 
men carrying firearms surroundec Vaniel*s sutomctile. The masked 


men demanded that paniel csccompany then, forced hin from his witce 


mobile, blindfolded him, and led him approximately twenty-five feet 


© 








lRogers, Cpe Cites 25.6 


41 





42 


from the road where he was told to sit down, 4 The mob continued with 
a systematic search of the remaining vehicles and forced four other 
men to leave their autoro@Lliles, These nen, We Ce Andrews, Ce Ce 
Davenport, Watt Daniel, und le Fe Richarus, were also blindfolded and 
taken tc the area where Jo le Daniel was teing held. The five men 
were then placed in two vehicles, a Ford tcuring cor and a Ford 
truck, According tc the testineny of We Ce andrews, they were first 
driven back tc Besetrop, Andrews explained that although he was blinde 
folded he realized they were in raotrop because of the characteri{etic 
odor of the paper mill located in that toin, The automobile trip 
continuec for almost an hcur and then both vehicles etopped in what 
was described as u wooded ares at a distence of about thirty yards 
from the mad, 

Je Le Daniel anu W., C. andrews were questioned about any infor- 
mation which they might have regurding the attempted assaseination 
of Dr. MeKoin anc were told that they would be killed if they didn’t 
tell who was responsible for the act. roth «andrews and J. Le Daniel 
denied having any knowledge as to the identity of the wouldebe assase- 
sins. loth men were forced to remove their trousers and were leaten 
with a leather strap, é¢ndreve stated that he was struck about forty 
times and the elder vaniel, somewhat lesa, sftcr both men said they 
could not identify any one in the masked group they, along with Ce Cə 


Davenport whe had not been harmed, “on to the sutomobile, 
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driven to Collinston, and released at the rear of the railway depote? 
Upon his release, Je Le Daniel asked about hie son who was etill in 
the custody of the masked men, The reply wus, “Cne of the men may 
come back. o o o the other will have to leave the country,''4 The 
three men who had been roleused were atle to obtain the use of an 
automobile in Collinston and returned to their homes in Mer Rouge 
where Daniel and Andrews received medical attention, 

åA short tine later Cuy loyd, a storekeeper in Collinston, gold 
gusoline to two hooded men who were driving a Ford touring cer and & 
Ford truck. Although Foyu was unable to identify any of the masked 
men, he stated that he saw two men in the rear of the Ford truck. 
He further stated that he was unable to positively identify them as 
Watt Daniel and T. F., Richards ae their faces were covered with white 
handkerchiefs.2 ‘Two other residents of Collinston saw the masked men 
as they bought gascline at Boyd's store, Ed Morris, a railroad clork, 
saw both vehicles driven by the hooded men and the two blindfolded 
captives seated in the rear of the truck, He wae not able to identify 
any of the men nor did he eee the license plates of either vehicle, 
Robert Lee Harkness, clerk for Boyd's service station, teatified that 
he saw the two vehicles, a Ford touring car occupied by four or five 
masked men and a truck containing two masked wen in the front and two 


blindfolded men in the back who were guarded by a third masked rian 





3lbid. 
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armed with a pistol. Harkness, like the other witnesses, was unable 
to icentify any members of the group, 

Two other perscns were believed to have seen the two kidnapped 
men later thut night. Lawrence Leon Jones, accompanied by his wife 
and child, was traveling from the Ereckenridge, Texas, oil fields to 
his home in Moselle, Mississippi, when hie autormbile broke dow a 
short distance from the Lake Lafourche ferry (located on the road from 
Cak Ridge, Louisiana, to Keyville, Louisiana), Jones and hie family 
hac remained in their car to await the urrival of parte necessary for 
ite repair, Shortly before midnight on svguet 24, 1922, Jones and 
his wife saw two vehicles pase along the read in the direction of the 
Lake Lafourche ferry. The vehicles were identified as a Ford touring 
car and a ford truck, each of which contained four or five masked men 
and one blindfoldec man. Jones atated that the blindfolded men were 
in a sitting position Lut he wae unable to say whether they were desd 


or alive, Jones further testified that approxirately cone hour Later 


the same vehicles returned, but without their blindfolded occupants, / 
Governor Parkers Asction-eContcrence with Presiuent Harding 


For a brief period in er kouge, the idea prevailed that the two 
men would soon return unharmed, This assumption wae based cn the fact 
that on previous occasions the men had been teken out and hud been 


eubsequently released with no physical injury inflicted. 40 late us 
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August 29, 1922, five days after the kidnapping, Mrs. Richards wae 
quoted as having dismissed the theory that her husband had Leen mure 
dered by stating, "I know nothing about my husband's whereabouts o o o 
but I believe he is held prisoner,” This idea that the men were alive 
and unharmed soon began to wane and os the days passed the families of 
the kidnapped men began to suspect that perhaps the men had been mure 
dered, The belief that her husband had been murdered and aleo that 
the Ku Klux Klaun was responsille wan expressed by Mra, T. F, Richards 
in a letter written to Governor Parker approximately two weeks follow- 
ing the disappearance of her huaband,. Mrs, Richards wrote that "juat 
because he was not scared by the klan, they have done this, and they 
are now trying to make out it was not the klan, but it was the klane 

e o o I believe he is dead, because I know he would have written if he 
is alive,''? 

Ie would appear that little wae done during thie period by the 
parish authorities, Several months later, John Rogers, a newspaper 
reporter, interviewed Sheriff Fred Carpenter and asked the officer 
what action had been taken at the time of the kidnapping, Sheriff 
Carpenter explained that he had been aware of the previous kidnape 
ping of Richardsa in Bastrop and his subsequent release, In view of 
this knowledge, Sheriff Carpenter explained, "I was in town when 


that [the fuguet, 24 1922, kidnapping] happened o o o and went as 
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far as the edge of town, Lut saw nothing. I did not think that that 
would turn out seriously either."49 Rogera then asked the sheriff if 
it were too late to begin an investigation and the sheriff replied, 
"I understand the Governor has started one o o « and it is now in his 
hands,"11 

On the night of August 28, 1922, Governor Parker received a 
telephone call from Mrs, Richarde in which the lady requested the aid 
of the governor in determining the whereabouts of her husbonde On 
the following day, Covernor Parker received a sizilar request for aid 
in a letter written by J. Le Daniel who sought the assistance of the 
chief executive in locating the other victim of the kidnapping, 
Daniel*a son, Fillmore Watt Daniel, Thua was John Me Parker, govere 
nor of the state of loulsiana, acquainted with the crime which 
occurred on August 24, 1922, in the Northeast Louisiana Parish of 
Morehouae, The action which followed wae that the judge of the diee 
trict was asked to call a special session of the Morehouse Parish 
grand jury in order to establish responeibility for the crime, This 
grand jury, which met two weeks after the kidnapping, failed to show 
who was responsible for the outrages or to disclose any information. 
Governor Parkor later described the report of the grand jury as 
“eomplete whitewash.” He also repeated the rumor that nine of the 


twelve members of the grand jury were active Klanemen,!2 
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On septemLer 9, 1922, immediately after the “orehouse Parish 
grand jury failed te retum any true bills with regard to the mob 
violence, Covermor Parker again tock the initiative by instructing 


Louisiana /tterney General Coco to investigate the cane, In a letter 


to Judge Cocc the governor stated: 


"When nob viclence and the “invisible klan’ attempt to 
rise 3uperior to the luws of our etate, every power at 
our corsieund should te exercisec to starp out such vie 
olence and have peuce, law, and crder prevail, You are 
hereby requested to make vigorous and thorough inveeti- 
gaticn of the outrages conmzitted in Morchouse Parish, 
Take prompt steps for a thorough investigation, early 
indictment, ond vigorous prosecution of these res:oneible, 
The full pewer of the state, civil and military, will 
te at your conmenc, The issue is clearly drawn, Nelle 
ther mob viclence nor the Ku Klux Klan shall run this 


etate, The law must and shall prevail and your vigorous 
and prompt assistance ie relied on, 13 


In aduition to evoking the full civil and military authority in 


pursuing « solution to the crime, the governcer alec offered a finune 


cial reward in the following proclamstions 


"I, John Parker, povernor of the state of Louisiana, 
do hereby issue this my proclamation offering a reward 
of $50C for the arrest and conviction of those respone 
sible for thie gross violation of the law and appeal 
to good citizens in the parish of Morehouse to lend me 
a helping hand in procuring the prompt arrest and cone 
viction of those guilty of such outrages," 4 


This reward was later supplemented by an additional five hundred 
dollars offered by J. Le Daniel, futher of Watt Laniel, who stated 


that this amount would be grectly increased if thie would be of 


l3Parker to Coco, quoted in he threvenort Journal, ceptcne 
ber 9, 1922, 


141bid. 





assistance to the pe lice, 45 


Ie is evident thet Governor Parker not only utilized the police 
powers of the state of Louisiana in an attempt to bring to justice the 
perscns guilty of the dugust 24, 1922, crime, Lut that he also took 
eters to solicit the aid of the United States Vepurtment of Justice, 
In & letter dated Cetober 30, 1922, written by Governor Parker to 
Joseph Morningstar, a resident of New York and former wartime friend 


of Watt Daniel, Parker stated that he was doing everything possible 


to find Daniel*e murderers. ‘The governor also suggested that Morninge 


etar could perhaps be of help: 


"It will be necesssry to use all the influence at your 
command to get the United States Covermment to take an 


interest in thie matter, o e o could I impose upon you 
by asking you to get in touch with all your congresse 
men and Senators, requesting that they take the matter 
up with the Department of Justice to eee not only is 


this matter probec to the bottom, but that the murderers 
are brought before the bar of Justice?” 

Morningstar responded by requesting the aid of United Stotes 
Senator David I, Waleh of Massachusetts, In a letter dated Noveme 
ber 9, 1922, to Senator Walsh, Morningstar stated that his personal 
interest in the case came as a result of hie friendship with Watt 
Daniel ac they had served in the same company of a tank corps during 


World war I, He testified that Daniel was a man of the highest 


character and moral integrity, He explained that after presenting 
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facts to the Department cf Justice he had received no encouragement 
and suggested to Senator walsh, "Because of your eminence in the 
netional standing ə e « a request fron you and any of your colleagues 
that you may interest in the case would do more to right thie grievous 
urong than anything that I could doe"!? Senator Waleh expressed an 
interest in the case and read Morningstar's letter before the United 
States Senate, Welsh further pursued the issue in a request to United 
States Attorney General Daugherty on November 27, 1922, in which the 
senator proposed that President Harding lesue a proclamation for disə 
bandment of the Ku Klux Klan, It was pointed out that similar acticn 
had been taken by President Grant in dealing with the original Kian, 25 
In an effort to insura better federal cooperation in the invasti- 
gation of the case, Governor Parker, accompanied by Attorney General 
Coco, traveled to vashington, De Ce, on November 20, 1922, Following 
a conference with President Harding, Attorney General Daugherty, and 
We Je Furnes, Chief of the Kureau of Investigation of the Department 
of Justice, Governor Parker iseued the following statement: 
"The responsible goverment of the state is determined 
thet regardless of cost or consequence, a most thorough 
investigation will be made of the outrages reported to 
have been made by the Ku Klux Klan in Louisiana, 
Certain terrorizing outrages have been coumitted, 
certain horrifying crimes have been reported, and it 


is vital that responsibility shall be fixed and of- 
fenders punished, not because of any organized 
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asecciation, but in spite of thia,"!’ 


President Herding aluc issued e atatement following the ccnference 
in which the president said? 
“It appears thet the state of Louisiana will be fully 
able to teke care of this situation. There is nothing 
at thie tine for the federal government to do except to 
Rive assurunces to the state authorities that wherever 


federal interests are involved federal cuthorities are 
ready to extena full coecperotion," 


The tone of President Hardcing*s statement was undoubtedly an attempt 


to stifle rumors thet Governor Purker had cene to Yashington for the 


express purpose of cbltuining Federal intervention in Louisiana, This 


rumor was probably the result of an article in The Washington rost 


on November 19, 1922, one day before Governor Perker arrived in Veshe 


ington. Gecrge Rothwell frown, the author of the article, presented 


a frontepage item for hie newspaper which was a cleer exajrcration of 


conditions existing in Louisiana., brown's report included such ree 


marke as, "The machinery of etete voverment has alrwet ceused to 
function" and "The Ku Klux Klan has e ə o virtually reduced the 
ecvereipn state of Louisiana to the vassulage of the invisitle empire," 


After having set such a lurid stage, the article then authcrieatively 


etated: 


"Governor John e Parker has gone to Washington to lay 
the whole situeticn before President Hardin; to inform 
the federal authorities that state law has virtually 
come to a stop in Louisiana in the face of the mysterie 
ous power of the Klan, and to eek the United States 
government to take over the administration of the law 





19Tbides November 21, 1922, 


2 1bAde 





51 


in Loufefenc or in certain specified jertions of the 
setate,''21 


Perhans the first to denounce frowns story wus Governor Furker, 
who, in an cpen letter to ‘the vushington Jost detec lovanlcer 2C, 1922, 
(the cay of Parker's urrival in Washington and the day following the 


release of Erown's story) stautect 


"Kevor since I have been reading newspapers have I know 
a writer te build such a fanciful superstructure on euch 
a slight foundation of fucte « e ə The article is a 
slander on Louisiana unau om its chief executive, 

I did not see your correspondent und he nade no 
application for an interview, ə ə e To satute that the 
klan hee reauced the sovereign state of Louisiuns to 
the vassalape of the invisible empire is one uf the 


most extrava:ontly {nuccurate observations I have ever 
known a neweraperan to male,"22 


The statcrient was also answered Ly citizens of the state, In additicn 
to newspaper ecitoriale attacking The <uslington Fost article, citi- 
zene of lonrce, Louisiana, held a mass meeting on lovember 21, 1922, 
and suopted reecluticne which eeverely concemned the action of The 
Washington Tost in »rinting an article which was deseribea by the 
resoluticns as slender upon the state of Louieteno,*3 

Condemnéticn of the article also reachec the floor of the United 
States tenate,. Joseph Eo Tunsdcell, Uniteu States senator frcm 
Louisiana, referred to the Post story «es vicious enc untrue end 
remarked thut he was shocked by the «ection of the hitherto conservaue 


tive Washington newapaper in allowing such en exupgerated retort to 
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secure a position on the front page of that newspaper, ‘enator 
Ranedell, in an effort to repudiate the story, explained thet for the 
past six weeks he had traveled threuph several sectione of the state 
of Louisiane and head found nething to warrant euch extrene statee 
ments. He further expreesed the opinion that the Mer Rouge crime, 
“the worst thet has occurred in louisiana during che past four years," 
wees insignificant when compared to the race riote of Chicapo in 1920 
and the Weet Virginia minere® war of 1921.24 

In the United States House nf Kepresentatives three members from 
Louisiana took the occasion to denounce The Voshington ‘ost and to 
present a defense of their stute, Kepresentative Riley Je Wileon 
described fa@rehouse Parish, a part of hie Congressional District, as 
"one of the most progressive und law-abiding Parishes in Louisiana, 
and the town of Mer Rouge e ə o is one of the beat communities in the 
State,"25 Representative John Ne Sandlin explained thit according to 
Governor Parker no interview had been ranted with Brown, end there» 
fore, in Sandlin’s opinion, the situation wao "a controversial matter 
between the Governcr of Louisiana and the Washington Poega” 20 Repres 
sentative Sandlin then remarked that it was his desire to inform the 
members of the llouse thet “conditions in Louisiana e o o would not 


justify the elinderous article which was carried in the Post on 
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Sundaye''2/ 


eithcugh Representatives Wilson and Sandlin were centent with 
presenting their denunciaticn of the Post article before the House, 
others seemed to regard the incident as an opportunity for nersonal 
political gain. leprecsentutive Jemes I, ssvell prefaced his remarks 
by having the entire text of the Novemter 19, 1922, iushington Fort 
article by George kothwell vrown read into the Conprcesioné] hecorde 
He then proceeded te read the text of a telegrum which he had sent 
to each sheriff anc jucge in the eight parishes of his conyressicnal 
district requesting that each recipient reply with an account of the 
situation within his jurisdiction, ‘The various replies which totaled 
nineteen and which unanimusly denied the Yost story, were ulso read 
to the members of the House, Thus having, presented cviuence of the 
calm existing in his district in Louisians, khepreeentative aswell be- 
gan a personal attack upon Governcr Parker who, in the cpinion of the 
speaker, was respongil le for the scandalous situation, Aewell ac- 
knowledged that it was entirely proper for the attemey general of a 
etate to consult with federal officisuls on matters of luw enforcement 
but said that it wae “quite another matter for the Governer of 
Louisiane to create a nationewide sensation and inflict irreparable 
injury upon his scate,"28 Representativa «swell then atuteds 

">o o o to the huiliation and regret of all our people 


the Governor of Louisiana with hie inectioble thirse 
for publicity is resjonsitle for the grave injury dene 
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our State, “hat should kbe done with Governor who 

for personal or political preferment would sacrifice 
or ussussinate the tair name of his own State is a a 
question to Le settled by the people of Louisiana," ?9 


+ cleerer idea that Ihe Washington Fost erticle was being usog 
as a local politices issue was expressed by dhe Tines-Ficayune staff 
on Nevember 22, 1922, in an editorfal which expressed this opinion, 
“Here and there a feweekepresentative . swell of the Eighth Lbistrict 
serving ae the conepicious exampleeerushed into print with hysaterie 
Cal denunciation of Governor Furker and contrived thereby a place in 


thie lurid picture and a share of the attendant notoriety for whetever 


it may be worth, politically or otherwise," 30 


48 an anticlimax, Ihe desiiington zost on November 26, 1922, 
published a petition signed ty citizens of her Fouge which expreseseu 


the icea that rows story on the Louisiana Klan was "true as fur 


se Morehouse Parish fe concerncdeeand thet conditions are even 


ora ee 


Incidents | etwecen Mer Xouge and faustrop 


The village of Mer kKouge, the home of Loth Watt Daniel and T. F, 
Richarde, prior to august 24, 1922, could not be termed a strong Klan 
coimunity, although the local chapter numbered approximctely seventy= 


five members, Following the disappearance of Daniel and Richerds, 
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approximately ninetyefive percent of the Klan murbera inmediately 


dropped out of the organization, thus presenting a cleer incication 


thet the majority of the comunity felt that the Klan was responsible 


for the disappearance of the two mene” The same can net be said for 


sastrop, the parish seat, as its chapter continued fer aprorcximetely 


one year after the disappearance of Daniel ana hichards. 


A few days after the disappearance of Richards and Vaniel, a 
rumor wes circulated in Mer keuge that persona frox hestrop intenced 
to come to Mer houge and vunish those who oprosed the Klun, A similar 


report wus spread in hestrop that oa Mer Rouge group intended to stage 


a raid on kKastrop Klanenen, oth reporta proved false but a group of 


armed men in toth communities pathered to repel the expected attack, 22 
A large number of citizens in Mer louge took measures for their own 
protection, anc it was not unconmon to see loaded rifles and shotguns 
in homes and in places of business in the few weeks which followed 
the Aupust 24, 1922, kidnapping. 

There were sone who no doubt thought the fears of the Mer kcuge 
community unfounded, Sheriff Fred Carpenter of Worehcuse Parish, in 
a telegram to Conrresaman Ripley J. Wilson, minimized the conditions 


that existed by remarking, “The Parish is in better condition as ree 


gards crime than it has ever been.""3% Thie opinion, however, wus 


incorrecte lot only hed a lerge group of citizens from Ner rouge 
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witmeased the kidnapping of five men, which resulted in the beatin; 
of two of them and the ceath of two others, but in the weeks that 


followed this incident the entire comunity had been subjected to 


numerous threat8e 


Cne such threat was in the tom of a letter posted in tFayville, 
Lovuisisuna, approximately twentyefive miles from Mer Rouge in the ad- 


jacent parish of Richland, on Septenber 7, 1922, The letter, addressed 


to Mayor Re Le Dade cÉ Mer kouge and “all good citizens," follows: 


"You are wellowing in a cesspool of corruption and lawe 
' lesasnessa that has becone a menace to the entire parish 
and surrounding country, You are shielding within your 
gates men who live in open concubinage with negro women, 
who manufacture and sell whiskey, who formulate plots 
to assassinate pood citizens in the nighttine end who 
ere deluging the good, luvealiding citizens of your 
perish with written and oral threate ugeinet their lives, 
This condition of affairs must be rectified «t once or 
we will swoop down upon your town und wipe out the ore 
ganization that ie responsible for these conditicns 
and which are pleased to call themselves ‘the antleku 
Klux Klan, ° 
We know every one of the men whe fornuleted and 
attempted to execute the plot to assassinate Dre bckKoin,g 
Two of them have passed into obscurity and the balance 
will soon follow unless they read between these linee 
and leave your community while leaving fe goods"? 


A second letter sent to Mayor Dade was posted in Monroe, Louisiana, 
about thirty miles fron Mer Kouge, on September 11, 1922, This 
letter, signed by "a 100 percent smerican,"” stateds 


“We have been reliably informed that there fe an organie 
gation in your town which is called the Anti-Ku Klux 
Klean and which is responsible for the McKoin case. We 
will give you ample time to clean upe e e e And if you 
fail to do this we will bring one thousand men to Her 
Rouge and do the jot right. The names of the men who 
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sat at the round table and planned and sulmitted the 

planning to assaseinute Dre McKoin cre known to us. 

We have had able men to get up all data, So now, we 

know all that was said and done and will attenc to 

them in due time,"36 

During the period in which Morehouse Parish was referred to by 
Sheriff Carpenter ae “in better condition as regurds crime than it 
has ever been," there were attempts by citizenea in various Morehouse 
communities to meet and prevent what might possibly develop into open 
hostility. <A conference (usually referred to as & peace conference) 
was held in the directors’ room of a Monroe banke Poth "Captain" 
Se Ke Skipwith, Morehouse Exaltec Cyclcpa, anc Dre B.e Me Mekoin, 
Captain of the Mer louge Klan, were present and demanded that as a 
condition of peace !lugo vbavenport, e Ce thipple, Thomas Milner, and 
City Marshall We Fo Campbell leave Mer kouge anc never return, A 
heated discussion followed this extreme demand and finally Skipwith 
and MeKoin agreed that the men could remain in Mer Rouge on condition 
that they stop their outspoken criticiem of the Klan, At this point 
the conference ended unsuccessfully, Davenport, Whipple, and Campbell 
remained in Mer Rouge and continued to denounce the Klan, but Thomas 
Milner voluntarily left the communitys”? 
In view of the above information, it is not surprising that citie 

zens of Mer Rouge not only approved, but in fact welcomed, the action 


of Governor Parker in stationing detachments of the Louisiana State 


National Guard in Morehouse Parish for a period of approximutely 
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one month, 
State HiLlitla in Korehouse 


State and federal investigetorsa ned conducted an investigation 


in Morehouse Parish during the months following the August 24 dis- 


appearance of ficharde ond Laniel, By the end of Decentcr, 1922, the 


investipators, basing their opinion on rumors, were ccnvinced that 
the bodies hac been hidden in a lake or bayeu in Morehouse Pariah, 
In view of thio information, Covernor Parker secured the services of 


a professional diver to search for the bodies und alec mace arrancce 


ments to safeguard the operation, According te brigacier Ceneral 


Louis A. Toombs, Adjutant General of the atate of Louisiana, "On 
December 19, 1922, Company "C", 156th Infantry, was ordered to Morc- 
house Perish for the purpose of guarding the epparatus anc operations 
of the diver while engaged in their [nis] wcrke" 38 

Company "C" of the 156th Infantry, under the cormanc of Captain 
We We Cooper, arrived in Mer kKouge on December 20, 1922. Two days 
later, this grcup was reinforced when Companies "A" and “D" of the 
same regiment were deteched to Morehouse Parish under the commend of 
Colonel Louis F, Guerre who, upon arrival, assumeu coinmand of all 
troops in Mor: /:ouse Parish. Then on January 2, 1923, the governor 


ordered sdditionasl troops of the 108th Cavalry to Morehouse Purish 
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and directed Bripadier General Toombs to assume personel command of 
all military perecnnel there, 2? These military detachments and othere 
which the governor later ordered to the area remained on active duty 
at intervale from December 19, 1922, through January 25, 1923, 

The original purpose of the etate militia was to aid in the 
search for the two missing men, but the troope were eventually used 
to guard the parish jail and to insure the peaceful operation of the 
open hearing in Lastrop which lusted three weeks, The attitude of 
the citizens of }mrehouse Parish toward the troops ueually reflected 
a person's sympathy or hostility towurd the Ku Klux Mlan, The cíti- 
zene of Mer kouge were, for the most part, relieved when the Croopa 
errived, but it was reported that a majority of the people of Bastrop 
believed thet Covernor Parker's action in ordering troopa to riore- 
heuse had been premature or unwarrented.“ Sheriff Fred Carpenter, 
reportedly an officer of the Forchcuse Klan, remarked sfter the withe 
drawal of the troops that "there is no need for troons here and in 
my mind there has never beens” ^1 Te vahculd be painted out, however, 
that in the opinion of Captain Cooper, Sheriff Carpenter hed show a 
reluctance to cooperate in the investigation, In a telegrau to 
Governor Parker dated Necenter 21, 1922, Captain Cooper explained 


that "Sheriff Fred Carpenter hes refused point blank to come to her 
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Rouge at my request for a conference," 44 Upon receiving this infore 
mation, Covernecr Parker felt cempelled te send a telegram the sume uey 
to Sheriff Carpenter in which the Covernor stated, "se chief executive 
of the state and in compliance with Section 14 of Article 5 cf the 
Conetitution, I hereby direct and instruct you to immediately po to 
Mer Pouge in your Parish and consult with Captain We We Coopers a o >è 
écknowledge receipt of this celegren immediately and advise what sce 
tion you will take in matter," 

The search for the two missing men centered around various lakes 


and bodies of water in Morehouse Parishes This was due to reports 


given the investiyators thet, on the night of the disappearance of 
Daniel anu Richardo, masked men had been seen in the vicinity of 
different todice of water which offered the possibility that the abe 
ductere had examined different lekes for the purpose of finding a 
suitable place in which to diapese of the bodies, %4 Eventually, the 
investigators selected two lakes for irmediate consideration, (Cooper 
Lake, a shallow tody cf water about six milee north of Mer Rouge, wus 
considered a likely grave for the men because of reports that Arkane 
sas Klansmen hed participeted in the August 24 crime. If reports 


that Arkansas Klansemen were involved proved accurate, Cooper Lake 


was the logical place aa it is located on a road leading toward 
42Cooper to Parker, quoted in Ahe Times-Picayune, Decanter 22, 
1922, 
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Arkensas, 49 Lake Lafourche was Iso considered as a possible hiding 


place for the Lodies ouc to reports that two iron wheels, seid to hive 
teen from a log wagon, which for years had lain on the banks of the 
lake, had disappeared on the night of the kidnapping. It had also 
Leen reported that the men were taken in the direction of Lake lae 
fourche on the night of their disappearance, “6 

On December 21, 1922, the aay after the arrival of the state 
militia in tier Rouge, a search of Cooper Lake was begun with the eid 
of approximately twenty citizens of Mer Rouge, Lue to the shallow- 
nese of Cocper Lake, a tocy of water about one-half mile long and 


ranging from two hundred to three hundred yards in width, the diver 


was not needed. Instead, a search party equipped with grappling 


hooks and rakes formed a line and waded through the water from bank 
to benke This operation was repeated several timeo until the totton 
of the lake had been thoroughly searchec, although with no aucces6.”! 
Shortly after midnight on December 21, 1922, memters of the state 
militia who had remained at Cooper Luke uncer the command of Lieue 
tenant Percy saw what they believed to be lights in the lake, Think- 
ing that someone had come to remove the bodies, the puards opened 
fire in the direction of the lights. Lieutenant Fercy immediately 


sent two men to Mer xXouge to inform his supericr, Captain Cooper, of 


the situation. hen Captain Cooper arrived with additional men and 
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assumed command, he wae unable tc locate any edversary and temperurily 
gurmised that the incident hac occurred due to cveranxiousness and 
nervousness of the men on guard. The next morning, however, other 
developments led to the idea that the incident at Coorer Lake had 


been deeigned to divert the attention of the state cilitia so thet 


another mission could be accomplished, It wa» never provea thet men 


aeeccisted with the kidnapping had actually crested the incivent at 
Cooper Lake and it may have been only a coincidence, taut in the light 
of future developmente, a very unusuel coincidence, for on the morning 
of December 22, 1922, while Captain Cocper's men were still at Cooper 
Lake, a message was received in Mer Rouge from J. Ce Nettles of Cak 
Ridge, Louisiana, which stated that two bodies were floating in Lake 
Lafourche, The discovery had been made by Nettles when he went to the 
lake early that morning to fish, “8 

Shortly after midnight on the morning of lecerber 22, 1922, a 
dynamite explosion occurred et Eason Ferry on Lake Lafourche approxi» 
mately sixteen riles eouth of Mer Rouge. Residents of the vicinity 
were startled and terrifiec by the blast which was leter described 
ty investigators as having been caused by not less than one thousand 
pounds of dynamite, The explosion ripped away a large portion of 
bank at the west landing of the ferry and sent it into the lake, 
The explosion and the resulting appearance of the bodies led to a 
widely accepted theory that the persone reaponsible for the disap- 


pearance of Vaniel and Richards had attempted to conceal the bogies 
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with earth fren the banke of the lake but had only succeeded in 
breaking the bodies from their mecring, The fact thet both Ledies 
had hayetaling wire attached seemed to substantiate the theory. / 
diver went down several times from the ferry in an attempt to locate 


additional evidence but wus thwarted in his attempt due to the cone 


dition of the lake Lottom,“? 


Jord that the bodies had been found immnectately brought both 


official investirators and local resiaents te the ecene, Captain 


Ceover was notified at approxinately 7 o*clock in the morning and 
immediutely drove to the lake end placeu & guerd at the scene until 


auch time as the todies could be rerceved. Ure (e Me latteraon, 


Morehouse Parish Coroner, wus notified and after viewing the Lodies 
turned ther over to ĉe EF. Ferlana, Agent of the United States 


Vepartment of Justice, who was in cherge of investigating the aise 


appeuwrance of the two men, 20 The two bodies were ploced in metallic 


caskets and trecught to Mer Kouge where they were placed in a vacant 


etoreroom of the Masonic Hall, <A detachment af troops assigned to 


guard the Lodies remained on constant duty until the time of burial. 


An autopsy was performed on the two lodies the day they were 


recoverec from the lake, loctor Cherles We !asvel and Voctor John 
A, Lanforo, both of Mew Crleans, performed the cxamination and sub» 


mitted the eutopey report. Following the examination, the bodies 
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were taken to the home cf Harry I, Cibasaon cf ler houge,. the bodice 
remained in the Gibson home untii the aftemoon of Lecember 24, 1922, 
at which time they were taxen to the Daniel's family burial plot 


which was described as atop a wooded hill on the banks of the onnee 


Idee Bayou, Following the servicea which were conducted by the 


Reverend Ee We Hayward, pastor of Grace Fpiscopal Church of Monroe, 


the two bodies were lowered into their graves a few feet apart. The 


service was clesec by a salute of threo guna fires by soldiers under 


the command of Lieutenant Sandolph ile Percy and the playing of Tapa. 


Jeff burnett 


Immediately after the discevery of the bodies, Governor Parker 


wae asked what action would be taken by the state, Nia answer was 


that the attorney general and his aseistants weuld announce the 


official plan of acticn of the state. The state*s plans were soon 


revealed in a statement issuec by Attorney General A. Ve Coco in 


which he seid: 


"We sre going to Mer kouge to make a personal investi- 
gation relative to the finding of the two bodies there, 
Ne will investigate all available facts in regard to 
the Mer koupe outrages, and the autopsy of the bodies 
will be made by Dr. Duval and Dr, Lanford, 

Dr. Lanferd, pathclogist at Touro Infirmary, and 
Dr. Duval, Frofessor of Pathology at Tulane University, 
should be able to vive usa some vital infomation after 
their exeminations of the bodies that have baen ra- 
covered from the lake, 

We mean to make every posoible effort to detere 
mine the manner in which these two lake victims came 
to their death, and I am confident that public sentiment 
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will Le with us. in fact, I believe that the people 
66 a Whole are thercu; hly in eyopethy with unm in cur 
desire to ferret cut the tacte cf the crime anc te 
tring the puilty perscns to justice, 

The crime has teen a Llort on the recorc ef the 
btate, and there ere tany cece citizens, im iLlere of 
the Ku Klux Klan among them, whe net only ayree with 
ue in this peeiticn, but whe, 1 am Burc, will eseist 
the prosecution in every wive"' 3 

Attorney Cenerul LOCO, Te vernes Jalmsley, .«ssistant sttermey 
General, and two coricanics of the L56th Infantry arrived in }ustrop 
by train on Lecemler 23, 1922. «sttomey Ceneral Coce inmedietely 
fesued an affidavit calling for the urrest cf Ia Je (Jeff) Murnett 
on the charge of murcer. urnett, an employee of a carbon plant 
located epproxitiietely two riles ecuth of lustrop, was timedtately 
placed under arrest ly Sheriff Fred Carpenter cf torehecuse Parish. 
The suspect wos confines to the jastrep jail which wes now under 
constant euerc ty members cf the setcte militia who were equipped 

4 
with machine ;un6ée. 

Two daya litcr, vecenter 25, 1922, Jeff murnett in hie firse 
interview with nevspepcr reperters stated, "I um innocent anc will 
prove it when the time ceres.e èe e e I don’t know why I have been 
Bingled cut when I knew nethin, of the wurders (with) whieh I um 
charped."'"9 jurnett further stuted tact he wus not ana never had 
been a manber cf the blean, “hen usked his opinion of whether or 
net the Klan wae reevneneible for the death of Daniel anc nicherds, 
ee 
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burnett answered no, He also furnished on alili by stating, "€m the 
night of sugust 24, when Fichards and Daniel were killeu, I was noe 
where in the vicinity in which they were kidnapped. 


I em an cmployee 
of the Southem Carbon Company at Spyker. Cn that night I was workin; 
88 engineer and did not hear of the ceaths of the two men until oa 

day or two later,""99 Jeff Burnett remained in the Bastrop jeil until 
January 6, 1923, when he was rushed to a4 ohreveport hosarital under 


guard of « Morehouse Parish ceputy sheriff after burnett had cone 


tracted pneumoniae >? 
Dre Be Me tickoin Incident 


Dre be He MceKoin, former mayor of Mer Rouge, whe had practiced 
his profession in that. town for approximately nine ycecra, was a 
central fipure in the case involving the desethe of Fichurds und 
Daniel, According to widespresua telfef in Fer kouse, the upust 2, 
1922, attempt on Dr, ticKoin’s life had served at @ motive for the 
deaths of Kichurds anc Daniel three wecke later, "Captain" S. Ke 
Skipwith, Exalted Cyclops of the Morehouse Klan, expressed a similar 
opinion in an open letter to Governor |'arkcr in which Skipwith obe 


served that "the kidnapping of Daniel cnd Richards by the friends 


of Dr. MeKoin was the result of the diabolicel attempt to assisginate 


him,’ 8 
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Soon after the sugust 2, 1922, atteapt on his life, either real 
or imaginary, Vr. iickcin left her wouge end took up residence in 
Monroe in the adjoining perish of ‘uucnitye Choin rowained in onroe 
until the first part of (ctolcr ct which time he traveled to beltie 
more, Marylend, where he enrolled in pestyrecuate work st Johne 


Mopkins Heapitale (n lecemter 26, 1922, vr. : choin was urrested and 


jailed by police officicls following, è telegrem fron Governor Parker 


in which he had requested such acticn, The telegram nace neo wention 


of charges but merely regucetce that Marylund officiales arrest Ur, 
MeKein and that the vrisener Le held for Leufsiane authorities, Cn 
the dey followin; Lis arrest, Ure McKoin made statenents in which he 


goid that he was net a menler of the Klen nor had he heen asked to 


join the organizations Vercin continued by atating, “In fairness to 


them [ku Klux Klon], however, o e o I must say they have done much 
good work in the matter of ricding tier Rouge cf undesirableo,''59 
When asked te cite a particular case, Dre MeKoin replied, "I know 


cozene of ther but I do not cure to talk about the activities at this 


time," imhen cuesticned sleut the pessibility of his returning to 


Louisiana, Mchoin stated thet he would resist any attempts of the 


loufatens officials tc extradite hime NMekoin stated that he “would 


rather die forty times than be taken backe o e e The sight of me 
would be the signal for the greatest slaughter of human life this 


country has ever known, o e o I wouldn't live long enough to well 
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the anoke,'"91 


The state of Loulsiena trmediately began legal cetien fer the 


extradition of Ure CKOIn. (n vecemfer 28, 1922, Leputy sheriff Le Fe 


Calhoun of torehouse Parish anc Captain of Letectives James +. Glynn 
of the New Crleans Police bepartment leit New Crleana en reute to 
Baltimore to escort Dr. MNcKoin tack to Louletine tn the event his 
extradition were granted. The twe louieiana cf{ticials arrived in 
Baltimore on December 31, 1922, with the necessary papera arking the 
governor of Maryland for his appreval so as to enuble the’ te return 
Dr. MecKoin te Louisiana.2 After exanining the papers which requested 
the extradition of lieKain, Covernor l'itchie refused und in a teleri 
to Coverncer Parker dated Jenucry 2, 1923, explained his refusal thue: 
“after exanining the requisition pepers in the lickain case I do not 
think they ere sufficient for the reasen that the uffidovits ure mauve 
on infermation anc belief and not by any one who hus any personal 


knowledge of the alleged crire,” Governor litchie further informed 


Parker that "Dr, MceKoin, while insisting on his extruaition rights, 
nevertheless o o o is quite willing to return to Louisiina voluntarie 


ly, but he cannot do so until he ie released ly the court. He would 


like your deputy officers to accempany hin tack to Louisiana, and will 


you authorize your deputy officer ta acconpany him there?"63 Governor 


Parker approved NeKein’s release cn condition thet he return to 
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Loufefans with Deputy Sheriff Calhoun and New Crleans Detective Glynn, 
MeKoin accepted the conciticns and left Jaltimore on January 3, 1923, 
in the company of the two officials fron Louisianas" " 

Cn January 5, 1923, at 5:30 in the afternoon, ur. McKoin arrived 
in Eastrop and went direetly to the office of Sheriff Carpentcr,. 
Judge Fred 5e Odom fixed Lond at five theussnd dollurs, The bond was 
eigned by Dr. Be E. Barham of Cak Ridge, and Dre MeKoin then left 
Tastrop at approximately 7 o'clock bound for Monroe where hie family 
was residing.’ 

There were many friends and associates of Dr, McKoin who not 
only expressed belief in his innecence tut also offered him whatever 
assistance they could. thysiciane cf the Louisiana Fifth Congrese 
sional District Medical Association, of which Dr, MNcKoin was a past 
president, sent worc to Dre MecKoin thet they were prepared to raise 
enough money for his defense if he should require financial aid. 

This action wes not taken ae an official action of the Medical /saoci- 
ation but suggested the possibility of private donaticns from physie 
ciane in the escetation,%© Cther expreasions of sympathy came from 
various religious organizations in /tonme, Louisiana, where McKoin 
had lived prior to his departure for laltimore, Tho First Baptist 
Church of Monrce, of which McKoin was a member, passed a resolution 


on January 7, 1923, which was prepared by the pastor, Frank Tripp, 
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and which expressed the cenpregetion*s belief in c.-cin's innecencee 
The following, dey, Jemuery t, 1923, the iwin Cities inisterial 


Asseciation, cempcsed of pastore of the “rotettent churches cf fonroc 


and West Monrce, aucpted a similir reec lut ton,?? 


There were nany in er ouge whe oluced no credence in iekcoin's 


protestations of inncecence,. ‘hen wort reucheo der becuse thet choin 


denied having Leen a member ef the Klen, several |.lonseen anu former 
members cf the orpanizetion told newspaper riperters that !cKoin wes 
not only a menber Lut had Leen the leader ci wie chepter in ber leuge. 
(ne man stated that he had been present the night |cioin wus initiated 


into the Klan, and wus one of seven wen who went te lescin te obtain 


his application for membership. «nother citizen ct Mer louge, reflect- 


ins on MeKoin'*s charactcr, stated: 


"They say those two men who vere killad were of 2 luwe 
less type, This much is true, at least, they have 
never Leen guilty cf taking a human life, thud I known 
that br. McKoin had ever killed a man I would not heve 
asked him te join the orgenizatione Pr. oin hud 
mortally wounded Dr, Ke Pe Thom on August 12, 1916.) 
In my cetimation, jucyes on lre oIns recorce and 
what I saw of his action in these two raids [referring 
to two Klan raids in which the opceker acceorjpanies 


McKoin) , Dre McKoin is not one whit better than the two 
men who were murderec,'"08 


Quan ee ee 
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CHAPTER IV 
MORENMCUSE OPEN ak IhG, JeNuUscK¥Y 5025, 1923 


Attorney General Coco in hig statement cf lecember 22, 1922, 
explained that it was his intenticn to conduct an investigaticn in 
order to exemine all available information pertaining to the "Mer 
Rouge outrages.e" The following day, the day of Coco's arrival in 
Morehouse Parish, Judge Fred Me (dem of the Sixth Juaicial District 
ordered a public hearing on the csese. The hearing was scheculed to 
begin on January 5, 1923, and wes to te held at the Morehouse Farish 
Courthouse located in teatrop, Louisiane, Judge Cdom took this 
ection following receipt of a petition signed by Attorney General 
Coco, Assistant «sttorneys General George Se Cuion and T, Semmes 
Valmaley, District Attorney David Garret, and Ste Claire Adare, 
Snecial Attorney for the Trosecution,! 

Cne day prior to the opening of the heering, the estate's special 
prosecutor, St. Claire Adame, withdrew from all participation in the 
case, The attcrney general explained this eitustion to newsmen by 
stating, "Hr. Adams, who was eppointed by me as Special Prosecutor, 
has retired ə ə ə because he and I were unable to agree on a policy 


of manegement. We quit gocd frienc&e ə ə « Te adame* opinion and 
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mine didn*t harmenize, therefore he decided to withuruw."4 State 
Senator Siewarc F, “arren was selected to replace ‘dims. (ne fector 
which led te the selecticn cf Warren was the fact that curing the 
pericd frem 1912 until 1920 Senator Warron hed served se diatrict 
ettorney for the Fourth Judicial istrict and during thie time had hed 
experience in conducting e similar hearing, 

On January 5, 1923, Bastrop, the site of the hearinp which wes 
to last for twentyeone days an’ copture the attention of the entire 
naticn, was crowded with local citizeiis, visitora from other arces 
of the country, and representatives of vorious news mediae Judge 
Odom's first acticn in opening the hearing wos to call Sheriff Care 
penter tc the stand, Judge Cdom began by pointin« out to Sheriff 
Carpenter that it was his respensibility to see thet “perfect order 
is meintainec in this courtroom," (dom ccntinued that it wus his 
intention to sllow complete acceas to the hearing tc all who wished 
to attend, and was explicit in stating thet he would permit no inter- 
ference with the order or procedure of the Court. fe remarked, "If 
it should cone to me at any time during this hearing e « ə that any 
person or vroup of persons have attemsted or are atterpting to 
frighten, intimidate, or in any manner interfere with any witnese 
either before or after he has teetificd, I am eing to heve the parties 


implicated, arrested, and incarcerated at onces"? Judge Cdom stated 


that in hie opinion the sheriff and his deputies were quite capable 
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of handling any situation which vight crise lut referrec tc the 
louisiana Stete Netionc] Guerd units Ly remar<cing, "e e e these troope 
are here, and in order thet the ceeple nay Le reassured, I will state 
that they arc subiect te the oruer of the Court anu I shall not heste 
tate to call them in to protect citizens or to aid the Sheriff in the 
discharre of his duties if any emergency should arises" At the con- 
cluston of Judge Cdom*s opening remarka, which were directed to Sheriff 
Carpenter but had the effect cf serving us a ressepe to the residents 
of Morehcuse Perish, the Court was adjourned until two o'clock, The 
early recess care as a ecurprise to many but was probably intended to 
allow certain apectatore te disam themeelves as Judge Cdom had ane 
nounced that anyone in lastrep or Mer houge feund carrying a concealed 
weapon woulc Le jailed for the curation of the hearing. 


When Court wae resumed deputy sheriffa were atationed at the 


entrances tc the Courthouse to cee that no one with firearms entered, 
fe Eo Farlena, istrict Chief of the Lepartment of Justice, pretosted 
when a deputy sheriff insisted in disarming Farland as he entered the 
courtroom te testify. The denuty wae firm, however, and Farland 

finally consented, That evenin; Farland reported the incident to his 
superiors in washington and a reply cume from Washington that unless 
federal apents were allowed to carry their weapons, ussistance would 
te piven the agents, -erhaps in the form of federal troops, Followe 


ing news of this development, Judge Cdom issued the following aetates 


ments: “I have suleequently modified this order se ae tc permit the 
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epecial agents of the poverm:ent to remain ermmcu while in the courte 
Toor net beceuse I think they are in denper but {01 a reason waich I 
think fe socde "5 

The first witness culleu to teatity iu the hearing was Jolin Ce 
Nettles, a conmercial fisherman whe residec in fak iidgee Nettlea, 
one of the first to reach the apot where the explosion had occurred, 
explained thet upon his arrival, "I looked down and there I saw Vatt 
Dantel*s body floating in the lake {Lafourche}. I locked a little 
further and saw the other kouy, about fifteen feet cut." Nettles 


also mentiones that on the night before the dynmiting a chain on a 


boet had been cut with e hacksaw and the boat had been used both that 


night and the night of the exploston, Janes Ellingston, a Negre ferry. 


man, had found a hackeaw and a set of keya on the bank of the lake, 
Ellingston had turned the keys over te Nettles who in tum gave them 
to Captain Cooper. / 

The next witness cf importance was aseistant attorney General 
Te. Se Walmsley who was present when the autopsy wes perfcrmed, 
ftalmsley presented to the Court several items of identification which 
had been taken from the boufes including a Ladly demagea watch beare 


ing the inscription "J. lL. Nantel, ier vouge," a Liack necktie with 


the initials "T. We De,» and a badly damagea tive dollar bill, Je le 


Daniel was called to the stanc to identify the articles, When asked 
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to identify the watch, Daníel answered in a low voice, "This watch is 
one I Lought in onroe and had my name inocribed on it. I gave it to 
my toy during the wore"© Farlond testified that on iiecamber 22, 1922, 
he cut a piece of clothing from the second body, presumably that of 
Richards, fer the purpose rf identificution. McIllwain, a merchant in 
Mer koupe, excriined the cleth anc teatified thet Nichards haa ordered 
a suit of siriilar cloth through him which had been made by a Cincin- 


nati fim, licliwain elso presented an order for the suit signed by 


Richards, Following the testimony of Mcllwain, the Court was adjourned 

for the day, end it wae cppurent that the state had used the opening 

day in an attempt to preve vuesitively the identity of the two bodies.” 
The hearing cpened on Januery 6, 1923, with the testimony of Lr, 


Charlee . Duvel, New Orleans pathologist, Dre Duval explained that 


after nerforminp apnroxinstely wix thoveand autopsies during his pro- 
fessioral carcer, he had never had a case in which the subject had 
been so brutally tortured: "In all my medical experience o o o I have 
had nothing to equal ite I have read nothing in literature to parale 
lel it." "hen asked to give his opinion as to what mechanism or 
device hed becn used cn the two men, Dr, Duval replied, "It was sone 
kind of press that gave force from each sides e o ə It could not 

have heen flet, in the order of a letter press, as some of the old 
torture instrumente of the berbaric ages were, The pecuilar manner 


fn which the benes were broken with mathematical precision showed 
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that, 0 


Following the testineny of the pathologist, +. Ce «ndrews wEB 
cilled to the stand. «ndrews, cne of the five men kidnuppec on 
tupust 24, 1922, pave hie story ef whut had cecurredc thet eveninge 
When esked if he heu recegnized any of hie kKioncvpers, /nudrewe ree 
pliec, "I don’t know whe the men werc, but I lelieve they were manbers 
of the Ku Klux Klan." Ther J. Le Veniel, futher of one cf the nure- 
dered men, explained the inetoent which eccurrec cn supust 24, Daniel 
also testified thet he was unable to identify any of his unsatlante,tt 
For the next few days the atate produced cne witness after 

another who relates incidents of rob activity which hau occurred in 
Morchouse Parish prior te the kidnsoping of the five men on sauguet 24, 
1922. Persona who had Leen kidnapped, those who hed been beaten or 
otherwise mistreated, ena those who had left the parish after receive 
ing warninge all testified at the hearing. ‘Some were ulle to nane 
one ar more of their asasilunts while othere were not able to make 
any positive identification, These incidents resulted in the follows 
ing statement by ¢ttorney General Coco at the close cf the hearing: 

“The proof fe convincing that, since the auvent cf the 

Ku Klux Klan in this parish Norehouac | there hus 

graduclly arisen a conditien ef uiserder ani luwlesas- 

ness which has ripened into u seupercession of constie 

tutec authority by the Ku “lux Klan ana the eetabllithe 

ment of a gevernient, of ite om, from which a rein 

of terror and chaos has resulted, ana the parish wes 


on the brink of riot and bloodshed when the ;overn- 
ment sent the militia here and these proceedings were 
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initiatec,"24 

Cn January 18, 1923, after the hearing had been in prejreos for 
eporexinately two weeks, the first positive fuentification wee made 
of a member of the mob which hac kicnupped the five lier loupe citthecnas, 
be Ne (hewt) Gray, the firet persen identifieo as having Leen & mae 
ber of the tlackercted nob, had attended the lastrop bullpame on 
eupust 246, (ray met kufue Eubonke, an elyhteeneycareold youth, it 
the geme and eeked twkenks to drive his outomotile to hin hove, 
lefore teking Grey's cuterobile to his home, tubenke testified that 
he dreve Gray to the iestrep řoud anu left him within two huncred 
yords of the ecene cf the kiunsepping which occurred shortly atter- 
wards, (ubinke further testified that Grey had told him that he 
wished to mect Tom Hieginlothan and it was for this purvose that he 
waited elong the roade Fubanks, continuin: his testimony, stated 
that es he was returning Gruy'sa cutomebile te hie home as requested, 


he met severul sutowmobilcs cecupted by musked men, tle alse recalled 
having met Thenmas Higginbethan and steted thet he wes positive that 
Hipginbtothaa was the only person in the core!> The next Gey enother 
witness, Frei iecding, else tretifiec thet he hau seen Thomas Higgine 
bethan ulene in bie autemotile on the eventius cof supust 24, Theee 


statements were consiverce inportant as hewt Gray assertec that on 


the evening in question ne hue been riding with Higginbotham in hie 
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Y, 
eutonotile,+*! 


Fred sulbumis, brothcreinelow of kewt Cray, ctetea Chet cn 
sugust 24, he wus riding in cne of the vericles which was steppe on 


the iastrevetier cure hivhwey by the sreup of bleckeheeded cen. hen 


asked if he hec been ulle te recce, nize inv of the wen, 'ubenks re- 


plied, "Yee e o èo l receesrized cne," hen osked te ideueify this pere 


son, his reply wie, “Newt Craye"15 Mrfe Je tie Inahet cf Mer ouge 


was leter celled to the witness stanu anc she retelc the stery of the 


fusust 24 kidnappinge Pre. Inabet, whe var in che sume car with Mies 


Thelma Laude, pranddiuphter of J. Le Deniel end niece cf Yatt Daniel, 


explained that seven or eirht of the hocded ren ceme within reach of 
their autonolile unc one cf the men "hud the piece between the eyes of 


his mask tern out till yeu could see his features plainly." When the 


witness was askec to identify thie person, she first replied, “well, 


I don't like to say; we've been friands of the family.” The question 


wus then repeated anc Mrs, Inabet replied, "I recognized mre Peut 


Gruye" 10 


The second person to be iventified ss a menlor of the groun of 
moskec men wus Te Je (Jeff) Jurmett. Cn January lo, 1923, le lo 


“hetetcne was culled to the witness etand. ‘ihetstone, whore hone 
wee in Cak Midge, told the Ceurt of bis attencence at the feetivile 


ties in Pestrop tut added thet he had left during the tenth tnnin; 
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of the sccond ball anres The witness testified that he wee walking 
in the direction of Mer Rouge end, when he had gone about oneeande 
oneshalf miles, sav a truck cccunies by bleckehooded mene Thinking 
thet perhaps the wen were hijackers, he attepted to hurry by the 
Vehicle (ut was stcppec when one of the men whistled and calleu hiiu 
by nanes Cne of the men upproached Whetstone, told him to get water 
for the group, and offered hin fifty cents for the tusk. ‘ihe witness 
refused the meney but brought the water after being told where he 
mniphe oltein ite, 

Vhetetcne was then released end he continued waulking down the 
road in the circcticn cf Mer louge and was again stopped Ly other 


hooded men. (nee more he performed the duty of gettin water for tlhe 


groupe ‘hen he returned with the water he found several autormmbiles 


parked on the read, The group forecd Whetstone to romain there for 
approximately forty minutes and during this time the witness ovcre 
heard one of the men ranark that they had what they wanted and named 
the five men whe were kidnai:ipec, two of whom never returnec alive, 
When asked if he were able to recognize anyone in the mb, “hetstone 
replied, "Yeo, Te Je urnett." Whetstone was then asked if he were 
positive of thís identification and he replied, "Yea, Sirs his muek 
wes liftec end I could see hin plainly." the witnesa continued thet 
he had “now lurnett el) hin life as their mothers were first cousins. 


The witness alco teetified that “urnett hed looked et him anc emiled, 


a iile which the witness interpreteu ab un indicetion Lurnett 





realized he had teen reeernised,1? a few guys after the kidnap ing, 


ire. Sullic Whetstone, sistereinelaw of Re ^e ishctétone, was stopped 


by Cus Celhoun who arked uleut whetstone anu advised rse “hetet«ne 


to tell her treth reinelaw te keep his mouth shut,/8 

mother witness who testified lefcre the Court es to the identity 
of Te Je Furmett was Nrse ve De Curlisie, a residert of i:aatrcp,. re. 
Carlisle stated that atcut 4 ¢ clock on the afternocn of urust 24, 
1922, she andi her husband and three children were traveling, cn the 
Bastropelier Rouge Road when they were stopped ly « group of hceodec 


men, Urs, Carlisle stated thet they were traveling in a carriuge and 


when they were stopped their horses Lecime tanglec in a telegraph 


wire which was in the road, hen askec if she recognised Jef{ Burnett 


in the group, Hires, Carlisle answered, "Yes sir; he freed the horses 
after they walked into the wire."19 Mre., Carlisle also testified 

thet after the kidnapping she was askea Ly an employee of ea Liackmith 
shop in I'astrop, a man ehe knew only as a "Hre Smith,” i£ she recoge- 
nized him on the day of the kidnapping. When Mre» Carlisle replicd 
affirmatively, Smith asked her not to say anything about the atfair 
and offered her a dollureandeashalf, hMre. Carlisle told hir that she 


didn’t want the money and he gave it to her child whe was with her ət 


the time, 26 


l7Ibide 
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Jeff kurnett was never called es a witness uue to his physical 
conuiticn. Shortly after hie arrest on December 23, 1922, Burnett had 
contracted pneuzonia and was confined to a Shreveport hoepital. It 
was widely epeculated thet kurnett’s attorney would probably have ole 
jected to iurnett’s testifying on the grounds that hie testimony 
mighe have been eclfeincriminating. lLurnett had made a statement to 
newspapermen socn after hig arrest and had supplied himself with an 
aliti for cugust 24, 1922. Turnett stated that on the night in which 
Daniel and Richerde were killed, he hed been on duty at a carbon 
plant at Spyker. ¿ón important witness who could substantiate or dee 
strry this ¿libi was Harold Le Teegestrom, a ninetcen-yeereold book- 
keeper at thc Spyker Carbon Plant. Teerestrom and lurnctt were 
friends, and shortly after the arrest of Jeff lurnett, Teegestrom had 
told a newspaper reporter that Furnett wae working on the night of 
fupust 24, When Teegestror was leter questioned by government agents 
it was reported that his story now differed from the original,4! 

Thus it wao apperent that Teerestrem's teatimony would be of utmost 
importanceeeparticulerly ce his duties et the carbon plent included 
keeping a record of the hcursa worked by each employee, 

On Fridsy, Lecemter 29, 1922, approximately one week prior to 


the opening of the kerriny,, one of the most ununual incicente of & 


very unueucl ccne occurred, Hareld Le Teecestrom, the one person 


who wae in a position to testify conclusively as to burnett's wheres 


abouts on supust 24, 1922, myeterioualy disappeared. Kusore and 
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speculation as to the wherealouts ef the Lookkeeper depended unon the 
individusl's attitude toward the Klan, The ontfeklan telief wes thet 
Teezestron hac ieen kidnapped Ly hlen meniers in an attempt to pres 
vent hie being celled to the witness stand during the approaching 
heering, Membere ef the Klan were equally anphatic in expreseing the 
idea thet the responsitility for Teegestrom'se disappearance rested 
with the federal erenta,24 

During the month following Teegectrom"s diséppearance, Various 
measures were taken to locate the elusive witness. (n Jenuary 22, 
1923, near the close of the hearing, information reached the investi» 
getorse thet Teerestrom was not cut of the state as some Lelieved but 
was staying with friends near Fastrop,. /é.cting upon thie information, 


search warrents were obtained for the hones of llenry Jones and his 


father, Rufus Jones, which were located approximutely oneeandeonee 


half milos from Bastrop. Te Senmes “Valmeloy, dssistunt attormey 


General, and two Morehouse Parish deputy sheriffs, with the uid of 
sixteen members of a cavalry unit of the Louisiana Neticnal Guard 
uncer the command of ajor Ee boy, searched the two homes but were 
unable to locate the missing witnces,24 

During the hearing, Harold Teegestrom's brother Clarence wie 
called to teatify, Clarence testified that he hed receiveu ù letter 
fror: his brother on January 10, 1923, two weeko after his disappcere 


once. He further stated that he not only had failed to notify 
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authorities as he had promised, but had alec destroyed the lettere 
If this statexent came as a surprise to the state's attorneys, it was 
nothing tc compere with the astonishment af the investigators when 
Clarence stated that he was a member of the Ku Klux Klan and had joinec 
the orgentzcetion in the first part of January, 1923, a few daye follovwe 
ing the disappearance of his brether,24 

Although Herold Teegestrom never appeured at the open hearing, 
the Time lock anc other records of the Southern Carbon Company were 
Lrought into Court gs evidence by the estate, H., lle Kiorden, Ceneral 
nanager cf the ronroe Listrict of the Southern Carbon Company, teetie 
fied on January <4, 1923, concerning the accuracy of the company 
records, “hen show the co\any records, Kiordan testified that they 
were the records which he had received on January 2, 1923, from Se Ie 
bennett, Superintendent of the Spyker plant, Riordan stated that the 
Time fooke were in Teegestroin*s handwriting and that it was his job 
to keep the Time hook at Spyker. ‘hen asked if he could explain an 
obvious erasure mark on sugust 24, 1922, the witness etated that he 
could not, Senator warren continued his questioning by pointing out 
that if Jeff Rurmett had in fuct worked on the night of August 24 us 
the ercscd entry indicated, there wus a discrepancy elsewhere, A 
Close examination cf the payroll «end cancelled checks rovealed that 
Jeff furmett*s salary for the nenth of /uguat waua incorrect if the 
Time Book was accursete. <jAfordun, when confrentec with this evidence, 


admitted that the amount paid Lumett, os shown by the payroll and 
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cancelled check, did not correspond with the amount which wae due 


bumett as indicated Ly the obviously erased Time Book which hed been 


kept by Herold Teexestrom, 2S 


another link between the murders of the two men and an employee 
of the Spyker Carbon Plant wae the fact that one of a group of keys, 
which had been found at the scene of the dynmiting at Lake Lafourche 
where the two bodies were found, was a key to a meter house at the 
Spyker plant. Se I. fennett, when yqucsticned regarding the key, 
eteted thet the key wnich fit the meter house wes apperently lost by 
a tegro amployce, Sim Harris, who had been cischurred by the company 


severel months previously, Dennett stated thut Harris had loet the 


key in a flocd eight mnths before end it had never been recovered, 
Te Semmes “almeley later stated that the keye found at the scene of 
the dynomiting coulc not have been those lost by Harrie ae the keys 
were found some seventeen miles from the erce in which tlarrie had 
lost his keys, Walmsley also remarked that it wao believed that the 
dynamite had been otteined at the carbon plant and that nuch of the 
murder plot had been planned at Spyker and carried out by men who 
lived there. lennett wao not questioned as to his connection with 
the Ku Klux Klan although he hau informec the state’s attorney of hie 
membership in the Klan prior tc his takinki the witness stand, 20 


Harold Teegestrom, who had myateriously disappeared one week 


prior to the cnen hearing, reappearec with equal mystery on Jinuary 29, 





25ibide. January 25, 1923, 


26Ibid., January 23, 1923. 








85 


1923, four days after the urine closed. Teereet rom, wie Wat irmeule 


ately placed uncer a five hundreu doller uppearance bond by the Court, 


was offered hie eld sch by lennett. ‘“eepceerer: expleinec his disape 


pearance thuas 


"I was not forced to leaves « o ə òbcut 11 o'clock the 

evening of Decemter 29 a number cf persons cime to see 

me at Spyker in an wuutoeeLile,. They Guid they weuld 

give me all the time I wanted to pet on my elethee and 

go with them. I put thew on anu hiked, I did net oo 

to the men tut wancered around in the woeue all nizht. 

They were Lepartwent cf Justice wien, I was told, I do 

not know what Lecume of ther. I was not interested in 

them after I made my getawuy.''¢ 
Teegestron said that on wecember 3C, 1922, he cuucht a train for El 
Dorado, Arkansas, and spent several cays in the oil fields in that 
area. From Arkansas, he retumed to ‘lexendris, Louisiane, enc from 
there, to Paton Rouge where he renainea five duys, ‘when asked why 
he voluntarily chose te luave torchouse Farish, Teegestrom replied, 
"I thought it best to let Mr, Jeff testify, I did not want to injure 
hin or anybody else, Lut ZI want to do the right thing. I was not 
frightened away, I was not kidnappec, but I left Leerusc I felt I 
wos doing the right thing."48 

There cun be little question as to whether or net the atéte’s 

investigators believed that Teexestren. had cone “the right ching.” 
They expressec the belief that not only hed he remained in orehcuse 


Parish for the pericd in question but that the lorehouse Klan hed 


known of his whereabouts and had in feet hidden the young man until 
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the hearing closed.2? Cver a month later, Mareh ", 1923, Hurala 


iecgestrer: dic appear before the }orehcuse Parish grano jury. ony 


statement he right have race to this proup wae not reve: led fer puulie 


cation. 


for the rewainder of the hearing, the atterney reneral and hig 


acsistants procuced ae rany witnesses es possible fer the purvose of 


Raining enough informstion so thot the lerehcuec Perish prénd jury 


woulG fesue an indictment. (n January 21, 1923, ttorney Ceneral 


Coco issued the following stetcauent, after conferring with Coverncr 


Parker.: 


“The etute hes proven that the Ku Klux Klan tac estallishec 
& euperepoverment in ‘orehouse Farish, that Se e okie 
with, exclted cyclers of the Klan, was an ebsclute c2ur 

Whe meade the lawe tc sult himself, acted us juupe over 
these accursed of vicliting his edicts, ond petscce sentence 
upon offenders, e o o The state's cane is cleur, I Lee 
lieve all the hoodeu cutruses committed in lorehcuse 

Parish may Le justly cttributed to the Ku Klux Klan as 


an crpanizsetion uncer the cirecticeon of Skipwith cs 
leader," 3C 


Following this statenent, the attorney general ccntinued the 


heecring for three days. He “e Blankenship, a citizen of lastrop, 


reported thet on the evenin) of .ugust 24 he was sitting on the perch 
of hie heme located one bleck iron the Courthcuse, when he saw pass 
fifty feet in frent of hin a preup cí cere «ena cne truck criven Ly 
blackehcodec ren. 


Wiankenship was alle to recognize Laniel who wis 


sitting dewn in the truck énd eppeareu to have his hands tied Lehind 


291biu. 


SCI bid., Jonusry 22, 1923, 
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hime The witnese statec that he wèt unable to oltain the license 


number of the vehicle et the time, but the next morning he fcund the 
truck, which he wae ¿ble to fuentify ty ‘Nseries and scratches," and 


copied the nuitere-74057, 6tcatemert from the .otor Vehicle iurëau 


et Eaton Seuge revealed that license numler 746057 has been fesueu to 


Fe mith Stevenson of lastr, iouisinase “hen uskec i£ he were able 


to identify any of the masked wen, Llanicenship ansverce thet he 
theught he hac recognizec .with Stevenson and Cliver Skipwith, son 


of e Ke Skipwith. when questicnec cate to hia certainty cf the icentte 


fication, Llankenship rerifed, "So sure that if my brother hau beer 
there Skipwith anc Stevenson would have been the first men I would 


heve locked for,"31 


Fuckctt iuson of Gallion tcstifiec fren the witness stand that 
on August 24, 1922, he had seen baniel, Fichurde, enc "Tot" Davenpert 


citting together cn the Courthouse etepae « short distence away, 


“Captain” Skipwith unc & group of men seemec to ke discussing the 
three a Skipwith frequently »vcinted in their direction, hay Ureade 
nax reluted wuch the seme story und mentionec the fact thet skipwith 
frequently pointed in the direction cf the tnree recen, all cf wher 
were kidnapped later ana two cf whor never retumed, 24 the last 
witness for the stete, Lawrence Leon Jones, tonk the etana on Jonue- 


ary 25, 1923, and relaetcd the story of what he and hie family hud 


seen near Luke Lafourche at apvroxinately midnipht on supust 24, 1922. 
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Thus the last witnese of the three week open hearing into the deaths 
of Vatt iianiel and Thomas licherds was probably the list perseen, c ther 
than the kidnappers, to have seen the two ren alive. 

In closing the hearing which had lastec for three weeks end hed 
received the ettention of the entire nation, Attorney General Coco 
reid the following statencnt on January 25, 1923: 


“May it please the court, 


The state has decidec to discentinue these proceede 
ings, for the present at least, and until such time as 
ccncitions neay justify their reaunption,. the hope ie 
exoressed, however, that thie may not becone necessarye 

Lefcre taking cur leave of Your Honcr and of thie 
Purieh, I desire to express wy gratification at the ore 
Gerly and cigniftfeu manner in which these proceedings 
have been conducted, end my pleasure in the assistance 
we have received from the officers in obtaining the 
prompt attention of our witnesses and in preserving ore 
der. 

Cn the other hand, it is my very painful sand humili- 
ating duty to refer to the deplorable conditicns in thie 
Parish, as revealec by the evicence. The proof is cone 
vincing that since the advent af the Ku Klux Klan in the 
Parish there has gradually arisen a condition of dieorder 
and lawlessness which hus ripened into a supercession of 
conetitutec cuthcrities by the Ku Klux Klan and the 
establishment of a government, of ite own, from which a 
reien of terror and chos has reeulted, and the Perish 
was on the brink of riot and bloodeshed when the Govere 
nor sent the militis here and these proceedings were 
initiated, 

mile it may te conceded that many Klansmen cid net 
actually participate or encourage these many acts of 
lawlessness ani crime, which finally culminated in the 
murder of Watt vaniel anc Te Fe lichards, they may never- 
theless te deemec resroneiblle therefore by reuson of 
their silence anu inaction, ‘These offenses and crimes 
were cormiitted in the namne of the order, under the proe 
tection of its regalia and in the use of its recognized 
methods and practices, ond under the leadership of its 
Officers, the principal cf which nas, for the lust six 
months et leyct, Lreught alcut a cendition in this 
Parish which is a blot upen cur civilization and brings 
into question the preud title cf americsen citizenship. 

x the flogging of citizens, their deportation and 
A banishment anc other kindred of fcnses, werc mere pastimes 
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ang of such frequent occurrence that they were accepted 
as commonplace things, the protest egeinst which was 
itself sufficient grounds for deportation. 


Without going inte detail, we Leg to say thut the 
conclusion we have reached is thut many pereons have 
been identified anc connecteu with these mony ucts of 
viclence and crime, leedins to enc including, the kide- 
napping of sugust 24, 192%, and the murder of ‘att beniel 
and Te Fe hicharvs, unc it ie the purporte of the otite 
tc present this evivence to the Grane Jury fer its ccn- 


S and action aa scon a6 we get a transcript of 
fe." 


Jenuary 25, 1923, was aloo the ucy on which the stute militia 


was relievec of cuty in torehouse iarish. -t nocn on that date all 


troops were officially dismissed ty order cf Cenerel Le ^e Toombs, 


fdjutunt General of the state of louidisiianae Generel Icomls issued & 


etetement in which he seid that he hau Leen instructed by the gover- 
nor te use his own ciscreticn es to the suvisalility of retseining 


trocpo in fierehouse Perish after the hearing wua clescu. fter caree 


ful investipation, Locmbs was of the opinion that the presence of 


trecpe was no lenyer necessary for proper maintenence of luw and 


order, ‘Zoombs warned the citizens of torehcuse Frarish thet he haa 


e 


ej 


been airected by the governor te announce thut "should there te 
recurrence of cisorder in the Parish and should the civil authori- 
ties fail to maintain order, he [the governor | will have the treops 
returned, onc declare nartial liw,''94 

The departure of the militiamen who haa come to Porehcuse lurish 


on December 20, 1922, was met with mixeu reaction, In Ner louge, 





J3Ibice,. Junuery 26, 1923. 
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many were very apprehensive and Lelieved thet their departure would 
signal en attack ty the Klan upon certain citizens ci thet comnmunitye 
Although the adjutant general had stated, “Sheriff Fred Carpenter 

has informed me that he is determined to put a stop te any further 
disorders, and I telieve that he will do 1t,30 there is little doubt 
that there were many in Mer Rouge who were not equally reassured by 
the sheriff*a etetenent. Mayor Robert Le lace of l'er koupe was 
quoted as having seid, "Promises have been made, but this does not 
change the situaticn, There ie an undercurrent that indicates that 
ie would be advisable to give protection to all of the State's wite 
nesses until after the :erehouse Parish Grand Jury helde its ses- 


sion," 


The people of rastrop acemed to be of divideo opinicn in revgord 
to removal of the troops. Although the town had been overwhelmingly 
opposed to this semktlonce cf martial law, the soldiers had made many 
friends during their wecks in Tastrep and locol businesemen had un- 
doubtedly prefitted from their presence, In referring to the withe 
drewal of the troops Sheriff Carpenter said, "The law will be upe 
held here and night raids and kidnapping will not be tolerated, 

(1t is revealing to note that #lonze Braddock had been taken from his 
home at 2 o'clock in the morning appmximately one year before by 

a hooded mob lcd Ly "Captoin"” Skipwith und Sheriff Carpenter hau 
testified that Skipwith and his men hud been deputized, | There is 


nee ee ee ee 


3I5Ibid, 
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no need fer treops here and in ry tind there has never Leen,"9? 
Grano Jury lerort 


Yollowing the close cf the hearing in iastrop which, acceoroin; 
to Aatterney Ceneral Caco, bad servec te bring certain evidence to the 
Vorehouse Parish granu jury, there were few if any acts of viclonce 
similar to those which had plagued the perish in the prececing yeëre 
This was perhaps cuc to the fact thet these persens who in the pust 
hed comrittec hostile acte vere cconcernec abcut the statement of the 
adjutant genera! that troope would be troucht back into the parish 
if necessary. Cn the other hand, the cessaticn of rob activity 
might te interpreted as a resnenee to on ultimatum cf "Captain" Skipe 
with, ‘xalted Cyclops of the terehcuse Parish Klan, (Cn January 28, 
1923, three days after the hearing clesed, a kew Crileons newspeper 


quoted Skipwith ae seying: 


"I have given my prowise to /tterney General Coco de a 
Southern gentlemen thet I would co all that I could to 
keep dewm any trouble in Morehouse Parish until the 
grand jury is convenede e e o I thoupht this wuld be 
sufficient, but there heve been signs thet sone persons 
theusht I wes joking end I Lelieve it may be necessary 
for me to repeat that eo far as I am cencernec, I do not 
wont ony monkey business," 


At the tinc, seme persons may have cuestioned Skipwith's claim 
to the title “Scuthern epentlawen,.” At any rate, the "Captain" haa 


given the werd cnd apparently it had had sone effect unless a letter 
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received by hayer Dade cí Mer rouge in which he wes infornved that he 
should leave Ker Rouge within ten days or "become a corpse” cceula Lle 
ecnsidered us "monkey business," However, this threatening letter wub 
postmarked cn Junuary 28, 1923, and it is reasonable to assume thot 
the letter was written before the "Captain's" ne “monkey Lusiness" 
decree was made publie,29 

Je Te alton, Clerk of Court of the Sixth Dietrict Court in 
Lastrop, acting as ex of ficic chaimran of the torehcuse Perish Jury 
Cormitusion, along with five other citizens and taxpayers of | crehkwuse 
Parish, selected twenty citizens of whom twelve woulu be chosen for 
grend jury duty. Soon after the numes of the twenty prospective 
jurors were announced, Attcrney General Coco stuted, "I have Leen 
told o o a that of the twenty men selected for the granu jury venire 
in Morehouse rarich, five of them ere acknowladged klanmsen, ten cf 
them ere suspecteu ot having Leen eff{iliated with the Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, while five ore soid to be antieklan in eantiment," “0 

In the days fcllewing the selection of the prospective jurors, 
there was some speculaticn «6 to whether er not Klanenen would be 
perittec tc sit cn the grand jury. The justification for their 
being, cisqualified wae that persens aifitliated with the Klan were 
prejuciced afainst certain races und creecs. 41 


attcrney General 


Coco, after cenfimiing the rumor that Klunsmen were amon, the 
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prospective jurore, pointed out thet "it is invossible uncer the law 


to exclude citizens | fron jury duty | beccuse of their affilfution sith 


the klan or their opposition to the order und the Comifesion  ursued 


the only course cren: That is, select the jurers with refercnce puree 


ly to their personal qualificutions,'"42 


Cn March 5, 1923, the twelve men selected to serve on the Nore 


house Parish grand jury were nemed, Je Ee vans of Wek Ridge wue 


appointed foreman and the remaining menbere were: Ce Fe Tallman, 


Se He Stevenson, Ge be Allen, De E. Williame, Je He Jorden, Ceorze 


Hayden, E. e White, Re Ee hramlett, Fe Me George, Frank Hope, und 


Be Ve Hood, In the selection of the twelve jurors ne arca of the pare 


ish was given preference us two jurors were chcsen from each of six 
Morehouse communities including both Mer louge und lastrep,s”® Follow- 


ing the final selection of the jury mambers, Juuye (crm inetrueted 


the group in the followiny stetements 


“In all ycur deliberaticns you must rena@iber that aside 
from fanily ties your first and highest duty is tc your 
ccuntry. You cennot permit any tie, oath, or oblipaticn 
to come between you anu your duty to your state, 

^8 grand jurors you have registered & noet «elan 
oath thet you will co your duty as such, Yeu are beund, 
not only Ly your ties of loyalty tc your 
patriotic émerican citizens, but alec by 
officers to suppert end enforce the law, 
and requires thet cf you, 

The viclaticns cf the law to which I have culled 
your special ettention have been laid te the door of the 
Ku Klux Klan. hether that orgunizction is respensil le 
for those outrages cr not does not ceneern you in the 
slightest. You are not here to unmicsk klunemen or tc 


stete äs good, 
your ooth as 
The law expects 
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díerupt the ku Klux as en organizcticne You are to 


present and indict crininale, You ure te deal with men, 


not organizations, societics, rclipions, or fraterni- 
tics," b 


Upon the completion of Judge fdem's cherge, the grand jury retired in 
order to orponize, The greup then acjourned until the following day 
at which time the investigation wes tecune 

“Captain” Se Xe Skipwith, who hue Leen present anc had oecupied 
one of the front scets during the proceedings, conmented, "A very pood 
churge,““0 It seemed there was finally something on which the fxalted 
Cyclops and the attorney general could ugree as Judge Coco cvaluated 
Judge Cdom*s resierks by stating, “The charge of Judge Odom to the grund 
jury was one of the finest such documents I have ever heard. e ə æ It 
was a great plea for law and order and orderly processes, The cherge 
was broad, fair, yet fully, and in a masterly manner, descrited con- 
ditions in Morchouse Porish as they have never Leen pictured before, 
I @ pleased with the Court's position,” 46 

Although Judge Cdom'e statenent inpressed the attorney general, 
it did not have the desired effect upon its intencec recipients, Ten 
days luter, March 15, 1923, after exaiininy the prepared report of 
the hearing presented by the attomey generil's office and recalling 
many witnesses, the jury foreman submitted a report which ineluued a 


recommendation for the construction of a new jail and the repeir of 
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the Courthouse rocf,. The report continucd! 
"38 to the deplorable crime of «uyuet 24, 1922, when 
five men were kidnapped on the highway of |orehouse 
Parish, we have carefully conéicgerec ull the evidence 
brought Lefore this grand jury as te the uctivieics 
of masked and hooded wen. e e o Ihe majority of this 
body are cf the opinion that the evidence provided was 
not sufficient to warrant the finding of true bills 
against any particuler perty."4/ 

Upon presentation of the ęßrond jury's report, "Captain" Skipwith 
remarked, "It is needless to say thet I um highly clated. e e a the 
state has dene its duty ond I hepe it is satisftec anu will let the 
matter reste" 48 ¿fter exw. ining the remarks of the :xalteu Cyclope 
thet he was "hichly elated," cne is left to wonuea if iis clation were 
derived from tho reconmenúsation for Courthousc repaire Is it possible 
thet a citizen could derive satisfacticn from e grand jury's failure 
to secure adequate evidence tc indict perone accused of the "deplore 
alle crime"? Walmsley, the sssistant attemey Gencrul, was not elated 
when informed of the action taken by the prand jury nor aid it see 
to him that the matter should rest: "I am very much surprised et the 
NCEWHe oe o o ihe state had counted on indictments «et least for the 
leescr offenses, Lut to learn thut none at all were returned in the 
face of the mass of evidence is amazing to me, "49 f@ong those who 


were not eurpriseu at the decision of the grind jury wes i TGe Te Te 


Richards who had remerked two daya earlier thit, ulthcuxzh she did not 
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want vengeance, "I do want to see the murderere of my husband and Watt 


Dontel Lreuzht te justice. I æ afraid, though, this will never te,"50 


Ancther who undcubtedly received the report of the grand jury with no 
surprise wis "Captain" Skiowieh who, upon eXanining the names on the 


Grand jury List, stated, "This fe the last you will hear of ite There 


will be no indictnents," Si 
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CHAPTER V 
EPFECT OF THE MORENCUSE NUKDERS ON THE TWEXTI. TH CENTUKY KU KLUA KLAN 


The murdere of Watt Vaniel and T, Fe Richards were never offie 
cially connected with the Ku Klux Klan; in fact, tho persons respone 
sible for the death of the two nen were never found, Eefore the 
bodies of the men were found, rucore attributec to Klan origin were 
circulated that the men were not dead tut had left the ccuntry. Ever 
after the bodies were located there were some who believed that they 
were not those of Daniel and Richarda, Lut had been brought in by the 
stote investigators to injure the Klan, 

“Captain” Skipwith, the Morehouse Klan lesder, on auveral occae- 
gions stated that the Klan was in wo way connected with the disape- 
pearance of the two men, Then, on Decanber 28, 1922, shortly after 
the diacovery of Richardse’ and Daniel's bodies in Lake Lafourche, 
Edwerd Young Clarke, Imperial Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, made this 
statement with regard to the lier Kouge nurdere: “We have found efter 
cereful investigation that the Klan is not responeible for the mur- 
ders thet were supposed to have been committed in lier Rouge, Loulisi- 
anae"? ‘The leacer of the Klan in the United States ulso stated that 


he had received infonueticn to the effect thet in the Morehouse arce 
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anc ther orgunization existed “hich usec regelis similar tc thet of the 
Klans Clarke net cnly Cenied ny Klan connecticn with the incident 


but alsc rewarked, "Ite is just one of several other crimes thet heve 


been charged to us by cur eneviies."* Za ^o Harrie, national organizer 


for the Ku Klux Klan, repeated Clarke's sentiments in a speech delive 
ered to approximately four thousand persons in “ichita, Kumeas, on 


February 4, 1923. Harries told the gathering that chargee thet the Ku 


Klux Klan wae responsille for the “orehouse atrocity were falee and 


“Goverrer Parker knewe they ere not true,’ Harrie referred to the 


open heering conducted by stterney Ceneral Coco us “the presutcet cone 
epiracy" against the Klan,’ 

Although the leaders of the Ku Klux Klan e@uphaticelly denied any 
responsitility for the borehcuse outrapes, the American public drew 
its own conclusicrs. leny citizens begcn to realize the inherent 
evil in an organizeticn which tock the law into ite ow hands and 
fscsued punisiment as it caw fit, ‘The torchouse incident in the sume 
mer of 1922 was only one of wany such incidents which finally resulted 
in the destruction of the twentieth century Ku Klux Klan, The effect 
of the Morehcuce murders on the Klan movement was naturally more ine 


tense in the irmeuiste area, Lut repercussions were felt throurhout 


the United States, 
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ier Fouge Klan 


The village of Mer Rouge, the heme cf the web victims, war never 
e strong Klan area, although the lecal Klan pricr to dugust, 1922, 
eonsistead of approximately seventy-five nemlbers, Cpposition to the 
Klan in Her Rouge began well before the řugust 24 kidnepping anu the 
sutsequent open heéring conducted by the state of Louisiana, This 
opposition was strengthened by the fact thot approximately twenty- 
five citizens of ier Kouge had witnessed the August, 1922, xidnapping 
of five Mer Rouge residents who were membere of prominent local famie 
lies. Kelly Harp, a former member of the Morehouse Klan, doscrited 
the effect of the murders upon the Fer Roure chapter by rencrking, 
"In our company in Mer Rouge they (the Ku Klux klan] had approxinately 
seventyefive members, After the nurders e oe « ninety-five per cent of 
them (the Mer Rouge members] dropped oute"? Another citizen of Her 
Rouge, Ee Me White, explained that Her Kouge was tor the most part ine 
different toward the Klan prior to the death of Richards und Daniel, 
white, who was never a member of the Klan, stated that the local Klan 
chapter was destroyed by information revealed in the open hearing ands 
even though the organization continues in Morehouse rarish, its activi» 
ties were curtailed, During the interval between the open hearing and 
the disbandrient of the liorehouse Klan, there were no acts of violence 


such as those which had characterized the previous year,” 





‘Kelly Harp in a personal interview, June 28, 190C. 


Sk. Ne White in a personal interview, June 25, 1900. 
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There can be litele doubt as to the effect of kicharas’ and 
baniel's deaths on the er Rouge comunity. If there were any who 
ceentinue: to supert the proprem cnd activities of the ku Klux Klan, 


they never openly espoused their sentiments. 


torehouse Parish Klan 


Restrep, Louisisna, the parish seat of Norehouse, was a strong 
Klan cormunity. As early as September 30, 1921, The Morehouse inter- 
Prise, a weekly published in lastrop, contained an editorial which 
stated, ‘This country does not desira people who can not consciene 
tiously subscribe to che doctrine of ‘100 per cont Americaniem,'. . o 
The man who lives up to this doctrine will have nothing to fear from 
any true American, The man who does not live up to it is the enemy 
of every true ‘merican, There is no middle course."® As Klan activity 
increased in the parish, the Enterprise on several occasions pointed 
out the good work of the organization, A newspaper article entitled 
"Ku Klux Klan Again to the Front" gave an account of Klanemen presente 
ing a twenty-five dollar donation to a local ministere? 

The Enterpriee did not limit ite remarks to activities of a 
philanthropic nature. Cn March 3, 1922, a front-page story described 
the kidnapping of Clay Osborn, a resident of Hastrop,. The story ex- 
plained that cn Thureday afternocn at 2130, Caborn was taken by four 


blackerobed and hooded men into a closcd automobile, driven to the 





©The Morehouse interprise (Kastrop), September 30, 1921, 
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eutskirts of town, beaten, and returned thirty winutce later, ihe 
newspaper pointed out that Csborn waana kidnapped at the northeast corner 


ef the parish Ceourthcute and upon his retum wae unloaced on the street 


which frented the Courthcuse. e mention was made of the fact that a 


citizen cf the com unity had Leen kidnupped and later returned at the 


Seat of justice for the perish. The newspaper's conmientse were, "lt is 


revorted thot Csberm has Leen a frequent figure in the courtes in the 
pest and thet his re sutation hae noe been cf the beat.” The Enter- 
prise renarkec that “specific personal warning had been servec cn Cs- 


born." Thus the reader is left with the impression that the newspaper 


condoned the action of the hocded robe, It is interesting to note thet 


on the same day the ecitor of the /ntcrpriee announced that there were 
no dissenting votes in a recent bond issue election to provide forty- 


five thousand dollars for city impreverents, This, according to the 


editor of the Interprise, proved that "the people of Bastrop stand for 


Progresa,"© 


This strong proeKlan sentinent expressed in the interprise is a 


fair evaluation of the attitude of a great number of persons in 
Kastrop. but there can be little doubt thet as evidence was revealed 


in the open heuring, many persons disassociated themselves with the 


Klan. The strong antieKlen New Orleans Simeseicayune on several 


occasions ran articles which announce: that Bastrop Klanemen were ree 


sipning in large nuniere. These charges were answered by "Captain" 


Skipwith who denice that members of the bestrop chapter hac resigned, 
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Both the Tiresericayune and "Captain" Skipwith were probatly correct 
as they differed in their definition of the tem "resignation," ‘ihe 
New Grleans newspaper undoubtedly used "resigncticn" to imply thee a 
person had disassociated himself with the organization, whereas Skipe 
with no doubt considered "resignation" as è wore formal acticn, Nevere 


theless, it ie impossille to determine the exact extent of the rosige 


nations from the Rastrop chapter, 

The extent to which membership rolls decreased is not the prine 
concern of this writer, Interest ia inetead centered on tha fact thet 
the Bastrop Klan imiediately ceaseu to function to the ceprec thet it 
had for the past year, ond soon it ceasec to function et cll. The 
inactivity of the !orehouce Klan wea expressed by Skipwith whe on 
January 21, 1923, during the open hearing, made a stitement to the 


effect that the local Klan had net met for two wonthse= For a period 


of several months following the .ugust 24 crine, there were no examples 
Of mob action such as those which had characterized the area for the 
preceding year, Shortly after the close of the open hearing in 


Bastrop, The Times-licayune presented a fairly accurate prediction of 
the final disbandrient of the Morehcuse chepter of the Ku Klux Klan in 


the following renark: 


"It is predicted that there will be àa demand for a new 
Cyclops and it is also freely predicted that there won't 
be & man in Morehcuse Parish willing to accept the re- 
sponsibility. 

dithout Skipwith there cen Le no Klan in Porehouse 
Parishe e o o the only scluticn of the problem, it is 
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believed, will be the dissolution of the Morchcuse 
Klan chapter all together," 


AS well as this writer has been able tc cetcmine, the last meete- 
ing of the Morehouse Ku Klux Klan cecurred in the early fell of 1923, 
apprexinetely eight months following the cpen hearing. The purpose 
cí the meeting was tc announce rlen cppesiticn to Judge Fred Cdom 
(presicing jucge in the open hearing) in an approaching judicial elec- 
tion, ‘the meeting wae held approximately seven r:ilee from Pastrop on 
the bastropeMonroe koade After calling the meeting to order, “Captain” 
Skipwith announced that the Klan intended to oppose Judge Cdon in the 
approaching election. 48 soon as the annceuncement was made, three mene 
bers of the organization rose to voice opposition to this stande The 
three men made reference to the fact that in the past certain acts had 
been committed without their approval or support. Skipwith apparently 
considered this a personcl attack and offered his resignation as 
:malted Cyclops. ‘hen the offer wos made, one member rosc and said, 
"I move that we accept the Captsin'’s resignation,” «Another rose and 
seconded the motion, Skipwith did not call for a vote but stepped 
from his speaking position and walked out of the meeting,44 With this 
action, The Timeg-vicayune’y prediction proved correct--"without Skip- 
with there can be no Klan in Morehouse Perish"-ean this is the lust 


mention which the writer wae able te locate of the Ku Klux Klan in 


‘orehouse Parish, 
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louisiana Klan HKavement 


The effect of the Morehouse murdere on the Louisiana u Klux Klan 


was extensive and perhaps the most important single incident which lec 
to the ultimate decline of the organizcticn in this stote., liowever, 
it is not a simple matter to define with exactness the inmediate 
effect. The difficulty is due to two factors: (1) The fact that the 
southern portion of Louisiana is predominantly lomen Catholic and, 

as such, had always been hostile to the Klan and (2) The difticulty 

of determining the fine line which separated hostility to the Klan due 
to rejection of Klan methods anc the attempt to use the growing antie 
Klan "bandwagon" for political purposes, 

During the months of Merch and April, 1923, a New Cricansé Tinvé- 
Picayune reporter, We Be Kobinson, traveled throuyhout much of South 
Louisiana gathering reports for his newspaper. He dealt principally 
with the sentiment of various communities toward the Ku Klux Klan and 
the cpinion of local leacera as to the effect that the klan would have 
on state politics in the future, From such cities as Lake Charles, 
Crowley, Napoleonville, Cpelousas, Ville Platte, logalouse, Lafayette, 
and St. Francisville, Robinson made two major observations: (1) the 
Klan was definitely losing strength in the areas visited anu (2) The 
Ku Klux Klan would be one of the most important, if not the most 
important, issues in the coming state elections. RoLinson’'s report 


from St. Francisville, which fe similer to other reports, points out 


the reason for the increased attention shown the Klan: "The ‘w Klux 


Klan fe in a groggy condition in this Varish [-est Felicienal, 
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according te citizens in a position te know, The local Klan hus lost 


strength, it is said, and dwindlea dow to a m.ell number cf mantbere, 
Several quit because they sew evil in the mask, Cthers dreppedc out 


after the Morehouse revelations."!2 Cn another eccanion, kobineon 


quoted T. J. Labbe, former state senctor from &t. Martin Parish, as 
saying, "We are against the mask in this purish, we dontt neeo any 
organization cf thet type in Ileuistiene. lorehcuse Furish hes given 
the state a sample of maskec yovermient,''?4 

Keaction to the Klan in South louleiene cun alec Le foung in the 
editeriale of various newspupers,. (Cn Lecember 23, 1922, the day 
following the discovery of Richards’ und veniel’s bodies, the Stites 
Times of Maton Rouge expressed the idee that "the l'orehouse murders, 
thet now stand cut in phostly horror betore the people of the statc, 
will mean the end of the Ku Klux Klan in Leufstana."!* This marked a 
change in editorial opinicn as the paper hed oppesed Parker's contro- 
versial trip to “ashington in an editorial written exactly one month 
earlier. The True Llemocrat, pullishec in St. Frenctaville, uttacked 
the Klan through ite ecitorial space Ly minting out the Lau pute 
licity Louisianas was receiving as a result of the sorehcuse incidents 
Ir also emnhasized thet the state would have to acknowlecjye what wis 
wrong and "clean house." the ecitcer pointed cut that the hlan tack 


must be removed and expressec the cpinicon thet hed it not been for 
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maske in Morehcuse the two en would still be alive,?? 

These exemples characterize the sentinents expressed in most of 
the <cuth Louleiane newspupers. Newepapera, however, were net the only 
agents which ccndennec conditicne in |orelouse larish, In the latter 
part of January, 1923, Ere Ce M. Crutcher, pastor of the First laptist 
Church in Faten Rouge, spoke to What sceme descrilec as perhaps the 
largest crowd ever assemlled in the church cn "Some Lecscne From The 
lier Rouge Tragedice."" vr. Crutcher begen Ly saying that if there were 
any who expectec è defense of the Ku Klux Klen and tts activitics, 
they would be cisepreinted. He further stated, "Iw of the men whe 
ere uccused of murder in Morehouse Farish are baptist dceacuns, If 
these men are inncecent of the crime they will come frece «and if they 
are fpuilty they cught to suffer,"16 

The effect of the er loupe murdere on Scuth Louisicna was obe 
vious tut, es has teen mentioned previously, © great deal of untie 
Klan sentiment was already evident in this precerinently louan Cathoe 
lic section of the state, ‘his was not the cuse in verth Louteliane 
in which any deteriorution in the Klan revement muy Le tore accurately 
attributed to reaction te the Mcerehouse incident, 

Prior to the forehcuse open hearing, mest of the Morth Louisiana 
Newepupere were cither proeklan in sentiment or very passive in their 
treatment of the orgunization, lost of the newspapers of thia arca 


restricted their coverage of Klan activity to acccunts of Klan 
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generosity to religious oryanizaticne or similar groups, There were 


ecire newGpapers, however, sc preeklun in sentiment as to give the 


impreseiton of being official Klan publications. The best example of 


this type fe The Winnfield Newsernerican, published in winnfield and 


managed and edited by N, C. Dalton. In an editorial printeu on 


July 28, 1922, Dalton explained his purvose in starting the newspaper 


end essociated hinself with Klan ideals by remarking: 


“I am a country boy and have just started in the paper 
business. |I] am one hundred per cent /merican und can 
prove it ty two honorable discharges fron the United 
States “rMye e o ə Af the «americans want to kisa the 
foot of a iago Pope while he sits in the white House of 
the United States of Catholics of America kill the Ku 
Klux Klan. If you are American and want to keep your 
free public schec ls, your Libles, and white supremacy 
then join the Ku Klux Klan if you are eligible," 


On page four cf the seme issue appeared an article entitled "Row lo 
Join The Klan" in which the method of gaining Klan membership wae 


revealed, If this article were wo Klan advertisenent no mention wus 


made of the fact, 

Following the beginning of the open hearing in early Jonucry, 
Dalton’s newspaper continued to express strong Klan symvathy. The 
newopeper virtuslly condaned the death of the two men and descrited 
the action of the mob as “the best they knew how to doe « e o It was 
either to surrender to the cutthroats and lawless element or take 
etrenuous steps to clean houss, e « o 48 to the disappesrence of tie 


two members of the five men captured and their reported death, it is 
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indeed unfortunate if human life hed to be loet in the affuir,"18 
This article was written at the beginning of the cpen hearing Lut Ly 
the end of January, 1923, The Winnfield NewsgeAmerican had reduced the 
amount cf space devotec tc Klan newa, althcugh it never expreseed 
antieKlan gentiment, 

The examination cf enother local orth Louisiana newspaper reveals 
perhape more accurately the change which occurred. ‘The Caldwell ‘atch- 
man, published in Northcentral Louisiana, provides an excellent example 
of a newapaper which was sympathetic if not actually proeklan prior 
to the llorehouse incident but which changyod ite ideaus following the 
hearing in bastrop. In the eurly part of 1922, ‘the Watchman, followe 
inp the lead of many other locals, published stories of the good deeds 
cf the Klan. (Cn SeptemLer 1, 1922, The atchnman announced the estabe 
lishment of Dalton‘s newspaper at Winnfield, and after otserving thut 
the weekly favored the Klan, remarked, "Here's our best wishes,"!9 
Following the bastrep hearing, The \atchman gracuolly developed a 
different attitude, hot only did the newspaper reprint very strong 
antieKlan editorials fron South Louisiana papers, Lut it injected 
notices of disbandment from local Louisiane chapters, Following a 
brief editorial fight with Dalton's newspaper, he Vateclimun ridiculed 
the Klan in a very sarcastic article printed on February 2, 1923, 
in which the writer expressed concern for the children of the country, 


"Is there nct grave danger thet with the passing of this Kleneimtued 





18 the Times-Picayune, Januury 8, 1923, 
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generation, #merican manhood may slip tack into old ideas of courage, 
fair play and a square deal for evcry one," In order to prevent this, 
the article adviged that "Klanboys will receive thorough instructions 
in the fireebuilding, tar-boiling, stake driving, flogging, whipping, 
the hueeand-cry, end other healthful, outeofedoor aporte," C 
Cne other example of newspaper reaction in North Loufetane ie 
found in the change in attitude of The Richland beaccn, Thie hayville 
newspaper ís impertant not only teciuusc Richland Parieh wus coneidered 
a strong Klan area but also Lecause Kayville ie located approximately 
ten miles from Loke Lafourche, the lake in which the bodies were founds 
Dn January 2, 1923, The Times-Picayune reprinted an article from jhe 
Beacon entitled "Where we Stande" The kayville newspaper very clearly 
stated its position: 
"We deny the right of any man or any nunber of men of 
any organization, cf any church, of any state to put a 
padlock on our lips, to make the tongue a convict, If 
we are correctly informed, the Ku Klux Klan is not in 
full sympathy with this sentiments hence our opposition 
) to those principles, or rather practices, for which we 
: understand they stand. 
We do not wish to do anyone an injury, Lut we ccondenn 
: the Morehouse Parish crime and we will not excuse the 
criminal acts of alleged mambers hiding behind the mask 
and the cloak of the order,''21 
Another example of senti-eKlan sentiment in North Louisiane íe 
found in the formation of "The CaucasianeAmerican Leapue" in October, 


| 
| 1923, in Madison Parish, According to Ae Be Parker, u charter member 
of thie organization, "The primary purpese of the league is to cembat 
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repudtiated,"24 ihe Frankiinton newspaper also printed an article 
taken from Zhe Nermond Vindicator which stated: "The positicn of 
Governor varker in regard to the Klan, is the real surprise of his 
friendiBe e o o the very element instrumental in his election,"29 rrom 
these editorials ít is evident that the Ku Klux Klan wus destined to 
play a part in state politics, It is not the wríter's wish to cone 
sider how the issue was used or the extent of ite use, but rather to 
show that the Morehouse incident servea to hasten the division be- 
tween the proeXlan and antieKlan elements. 

Governor Parker's controversial Washington trip and The asning- 
ton fost story mentioned in Chapter III indicated the possibility of 
the way in which the incicent could be used politically, After the 
two bodies were found, the political potential of the incident in- 
creaseu. The February 18, 1923, issue of The Times-"icayune printed 
a perticn of & letter written Ly Governor Parker to State Representa- 
tive Lə De baynard, Jre, in reply to Representative Puynard’s open 
letter to the gevernore HBaynerd attacked Parker for ignoring what 
Peynard considered to be the will of the majority of the voters by 
Parker's refusal to consider the appointment of Klan members to state 
positions, In his reply, Parker clearly statec his positicn with ree 
gard to Klan members in the state governments: "I am doing what I 
sincerely believe best for the interest of the entire stste, and now 


wish to write you very frankly that as lcng as I um governor I do not 


ES 
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intend to appoint to any office of any kind any mun without having 
his assurance that he is not a menter of the Ku Klux Klan,'"'26 The 
following month Parker explained his refusal to consider for a judie 
cial position two persons who were reportedly Klan members: “A lawyer 
knows the majesty of the law, and a judge on the bench must enforce 


the law, J will certainly not name a wan whe has taken the Klan cath 


to judge to enforce the law of the States"??? From several arees of 


the state came evidence that the Klan issue hau Lecome a pert of 


Loulatana politics, Less than one week following the open hearing in 


Bastrop there appeared a questionnaire in The Progress, a weekly pube 
lished in De Quincy, which asked candidates in Calcasieu Parish to dee 


fine their position with respect to the Klan isoue,*° 
The first test of proeKlan and antieklan strength in a state 


election came in harch, 1923, in the lLemocratic Primery for Associste 


Justice of the Fifth Supreme Court Diatrict. Cf the three candidates 


in the election, Robert S. Ellis and Columbus Reid were considered 


proeKlan, ang Ji, Fe Srunct, antieKlan, Newspapers fro the Fifth 


Supreme Court District expressed the opinion that the major fesue of 


the election was the Ku Klux Klan, Cn March 24, 1923, The Irue Deno- 


crat of St. Francisville expressed editorially the idea that the "oute 


standing issue in this cempaign is that of the Ku Klux Klan."29 From 
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The St. Helena Echo, a pro-ii}lan newspaper publichec in Greensburg, 


came the comment that "the only issue in this election was the Fu e lux 


Klen."90 The election results naned Brunct, the anti-Klan candidate, 


as victor in the first primary. « careful examination of the election 


returns reveals that the Fifth Supreme court District election was 
divided between the Protestant "Florida" parishes and the predorinant- 
ly Roman Catholic parishes. Perhaps brunot nipht have won without 

the aid of the growing antielilan feeling, but there can be little 
doubt that his victory at the polls in the first prinary won in pert 


due to increased attention brought to the Ku Klux Klin ae a result cf 


the Horehcuse incident. 


Cn Nevember 29, 1923, in a public speech in lew Cricans, Coverncr 
Parker revealed the extent to which the ku Klux Klan had becore oa 


part of stete politics snc the part playec by the Morehouse inciccnt 


in thrusting the <u Klux Klan into the political arena: 


"I am here tonight to render a Lricf account of my 
etewardship anu, as fur as way Iie in my power, to brush 
gaide false fesues und present the true {issue in the 
Present campaipme-the Ku Flux Klan. e ə ə Lor't let 

them deceive you as to the real issues in this campaign 
in our state, your great issue is Klan ano antierlan}3 
Whether we desire to work es a laweabiding, Godefcaring 
People uncer cur laws, or whether we are willing to 
permit an organization to supersede our lawe--an Inviei- 
ble goverment take control of the state end then if 
possible of the Nation, end if we of loufesians are spine- 
less encugh to permit a cenuiticn of this kind, then we 
nees ne lawyers, no district attorneys, no ccurts ng 
no temples of Justice. ə . ə You are fewmiliar with the 
outrages of Mer Xouge. ‘So long as the present generae 
tion lives the horrible deaths cf Deniel, the gallant 
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eoldier, and Richards, the mechanic, denieuw even the 
dog's right of defensc, will cause a shudder, You have 
read Aiat followea, How the effort of the State was 
balked at every turn by the Klan when the atternpt was 
made to bring the perpetrators of the outrage tc justice. 
e e o But the horrors cf Mer icuge shook the state to 

its foundation. ə e ə ihe people of this state should 
vote for no man whe coes not unqualificdly veclare 
againet the Ku Klux Klan and further pledge himself not 
to knowingly appoint any Klanaran to office,"9! 


National Elan Kovesient 


Due to the extensive coverage of the bastron open hearing, the 
entire nation was confronted with the situation in iorchcuse Parieh, 
which therefore directly affected the attitude of peracne throughout 
the United States tewerd the Ku Klux Klane The reacticn outside of 
Louisiana took three distinct formes (1) Suppert of Governor Parker's 
etrong antteKlan stand; (2) scticn taken Ly — arcas to etip out 
the Klan in their locales; and (3) Withdrawal of individuals frou the 
Klan. 

During and immectfetcly following the open hearing, Governor 
Parker received letters and telegrams fror virious sources cormending 
hic. on his vigorous fipht against the Klean, "If such cutrages as the 
Kastrop murdery are unchecked they will lead to guerilla warfare 
throughout the country."32 Thus did Governor j4lliim Cameron Sproul 
of Pennsylvania evaluate the Morehcuse situation. Governcr Sproul 


continued, “Gevernor Parker's stand and the firm attitude of the state 
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goverment of Louisiana net only has attracted attention throughout 
the United States but it has, I believe, seriously hampered the activie 


ties of similar organizstions fn other sectionas "33 


An example of newepaper reaction is found in the following edie 
torial from The New York Sorlu: 


"Governor Parker of Louisiana has performed a brave sere 
vice to the American people in refusing to let the Mer 
Rouge murders be forgotten. lie had every tenptation to 
allow the kidnapping and murdere of lest :.upuet by masked 
white-robed nen to remain an insoluble nystery, 

Instead he faced out the invisible empire and moved 
the wheels of émerican Justice againet the perpetrators 
of mob vengeance. The majesty of the law stends higher 
in Louisiana today because of John Parker's courage, In 
Louisiana today, because an unterriffiied isan is in office, 
the American system of yovermment preveils. A secret 
criminal conspiracy ayainst the state has been caught 
in the grip of the law, 

The Mer Rouge murders are the legical outcome of 
the attempt to scet up an invisible empire, John Parker's 
pursuit of these crimes is the logical outcome of the 
detemmination to maintain the visible republic,'34 


A third end perhaps more important example of reaction to Parker's 
stand is revealed in the passage of a resolution by the Texas Senate 
which commended Governor Parker's efforte at law cnforce@sent and exe 
pressed approval of his action against "hooded mob and masked politi- 
cal organizationa."95 

In the early months of 1923, antieKlan sentiment wos evident in 
several areas of the United States, Thia resulted from the increased 


attention shown the Ku Klux Klan because of incidents such as the one 
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in Morehouse Parish, (m January 15, 1923, Texas State Legislators 
announced that a study of the Ku Klux Klan and hooded bends operating 
in Texas would be one of the first duties of the legislature,/0 In 
January, 1923, the Chicago City Council passed a resclution by a wte 
of fiftyesix to two by which any Klan member would be removed from 
the city payroll.?? Cn April 5, 1923, the Minnesota Senate unanimous- 
ly passed the "Cain AntieMasking bill'' which wae designed to destrvy 
the Ku Klux Klan.28 

In addition to the above actions taken by public officials, there 
were examples of community organizationa designed to hinder the grcwth 
of the Klêne Greenville, Mississippi, located approximately eighty 
miles from Morehouse Parish, witnessed the creation of a group knewn 
as "The Protestant Crganization Opposed to the Ku Klux Klan."39 The 
"Good Coverment Club" of Eastland, Texas, adopted a resolution which 
strongly condemned the Klan and which explained that the action taken 
came as a result of the Morehouse outrages. © 

The Reverenc Thomas Dixon, author of The Clansmen, which served 
as the basis of the notion picture "ihe Birth of 4 Nation," declined 


to engage in a public debate on the Klan and remarked: 
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“I have no desire to cultivate u cleser acquuinténce 

with the principlee and aime of the modern Ku “lux Klan, 
The use ycu make of the ald hlan dioguise is encugh for 
me, If these disguises hac not been circulated in Moree 
house Parish, Louisiane, those two young men would never 
havc disappeared. The modern ku Klux Klan fa respongible 
for these murders, no matter who comitted the acta,” 41 


A good example of the reaction of some Klan nenLers outside of 
loufsiane is found in the action of Fdgar Irvin Fuller, fcermer Kleagle 
of the Ku Klux Klan in torthern California, Shertly after the open 
hearing, Fuller authored a volume entitled The Ku Klux Klan bubble, 
and justified the publication by remarking, “It was the brutal murcers 
in Louisiana thet were directly responsible for my deteminetion to 
give the public the recul ctery of the Klen, to tell what the orginieg 
zation really is and whet it standa for, who is behind it end why" 42 

A statement which the writer believee to be a foir eveluation of 
the effect of the Jorehouse incident on the twentieth century Ku Klux 
Klan is token from an editorial of The Philovelphia Sublic Ledper: 

“The affair at Her louge is a warning to the country and 
the Ku Klux Klan. Men who have any reason in then will 
understend that this thing which had Leccwe inevitable in 
Morehouse parish fae inevitable any and everywhere that 
masked men become a law unto themselves, Cuilty or nct 
guilty, it will pet the blame for similar terrorign, oute 
rages and eccret feats in other communities. e ə ə It 


was this that destroyed the old Ku Klux, which had sone 
shaucw of excuse for existence,""49 
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The official report of the postmortcn exwiinations upon the tocies 
identified we Wett Daniel and Thomes Fletcher licherds of her lcuge, 
forchouse parish, Louisiane: 

"autopsies held in Wer iouge on Lecewker 22, 1922, and performed 
conjointiy ty Drs. Charlee W., Duvul and John A, Lanford, authcrized 
by the attorney generul cf the etate of Lleuisiano and witnesseu Ly the 
following persone: Judge ae Ve Coco, Senses Wulmeley, the of ficial 
undertaker, Mr. Mulhern und hie acsistamt, Mr. Fontana, assistant to 
the pathologist cnc several guardsrcn. 

“Case Oe leef, watt Doniel is removed from the Luriul box by the 
undertaker to an improvised table for the purpose of conducting the 
postmortem examination. The ledy ie completely wrapped in a dripping 
wet white sheet and a woolen blanket, which coverings are removed by 
the prosecutors iumedistely preceding the autorsye The odor of cme 
balming fluid is prenounced, 

“"Inspection-eThe body ie that of a wolledevelopea and neurished 
white man without head, feet and hands, It is purtly clothec with the 
remains of a soft collarec white shirt and blue serge (woolen) trou- 
sers ond underwear cf white cotton mnutericl. shout the hips und 
arranged like a diaper ie & suspension Lasket maue of four hecvy gale 
vanized wires, The wires composing the basket are angulated in frente. 
There is a black leather belt with u plain oterling silver buckle 
holding the trcusere in their natura) position around the waist. 
beut the neck in the correct position fie a Lluck colored neekwear 
tied in the for of & lew, (fn the neck band of the shirt, noeteriorly, 
ere rec emtroidereu lettersee'F, We U,"eewiich ure hundsewea to the 
collar band, 

"Cn renoving the belt from the usual straps on the trousers it 
fe found thet the latters are closed ond intect “round the waist, 
hips and upper pert of the thighs, ‘The trousers ¿ard reoved by cute 
ting with scissors and the several pockets exuw.ined. In the watch 
pocket is found a wrist watch, with leather strip attecheu te one 
side. The crystal is crushed and the hinds inuicute 10 ofclock,. Cn 
the Luck of the watch is engraved "J. Ie Daniel, ‘er ouge, La." 

There elso is found in the watch rocket a flattened pac of United 
States paper weney, the outer bill showing a fiveedcllcr denonins- 
ticn, the two crdinary side pockets of the trousers are cupty. The 
left hip pocket contains un umurked white handkerchief, The troue 
sers have no right hin pecket. ‘There are no special markings on the 
white underwear, 

"Te is noted that sone of the bones of the extrwitica, particu. 
larly the upper, are protruding, through the fragnents of the clothes 
ond the flesh. 

“The flesu, inclucing the skin, while in an advanced state of 
decomposition, is intcct ana the nature and relaticn of component 
parts are readily differentiutec, In general the skin covering the 
Lody does not peel off in layers and is wore or less dry und encrusted. 
Their latter condition in part is the result of cehyuriting substunce 
previously used by the underteker, This substance resemblce sawdust, 
which has becn impregnated with chemiculs anu decdorents,. (m acrepin; 
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off this material, the skin is of a leathery consistence, showing a 
condition of adipocere and is fimly sttached to the underlying struce 
Cureg, 

"On remncving the clothes there is noted an entire ubeence of all 
the cxternel genitalis, Closcr inspection shows thet these crpsne 
were removed with core sharp cutting instrument, es cvidenced by the 
relatively mocth remuining akin edges of the area unc the inner sides 
of the thighe and perineum, 

"The skeletal muacics and tendons throughcut the Lody are in 
comparatively good conditicn and in censecuence readily recegniece, 
Their consistency is flabby but not friatle. It is noteworthy that 
the muscles ana other soft tissues are entirely free from microscopic 
evidence of gas, and not filled with fluid except in the deeper parts, 
particularly these of the thiphs, buttocks and schouluerss: however, 
in these situations, it isa only nederetely in excess. (ne of the 
striking features is the paleness of the muscles, indicating scurcity 
of the bleod within the vesscle, except in certain areas adjacent to 
bone injuries and where direct truumutiem nas occurred, These sreas 
are ncticatle in the soft tissues of the ums, foresumib, thishs, legs, 
chest wall and Luck, Farticulorly in the latter therë is evidence of 
extensive hevorrhaye lenecth the skin and involving the subcutaneous 
tissues and underlying muscles, extending as high as the seventh 
cervical vertelrae anc &s low as the tenth dorsal, The blood extravae 
Bations are chicfiy on the right aide of the vertebral column. In 
all these arcas the muscles and soft tissues arc of a derk greenish 
color in contrast to the pele pinkish brown color of the exsanguinated 
muscles and the reddish brown color of normul museclcs, 

"The tencons end ligaments alout the stuips of the legs end 
foreerme are rovgec ond uneven as though they had been torn or pulled 
from their attachrenta, 

“The viscera of the throcacic and abdominal cavities arc in a 
marked state cf decomposition and decay, Cnly the liver, heart, 
atomach, intestines and bladder are entirely recognizable, The 
torach and intestines are completely collapsed end contain no gabe 

"The bones of the body, particularly those of the extrenitties 
(lege and am:6) are found frectured. These fractures are compound 
and cominuted. The striking features of the fructurcse of the long 
bonee are their character, eimilurity und symmetry. The humercus of 
both arme, the radius und ulna of both arma, the femur of both thiphs, 
and the tibia and fibula of loth legs are fructured in three different 
places, These fractures regularly occur at the upper, widale anc 
lower portions respectively in each instances, se a rule they are 
equiedistant and approximately three and oneehalf inches cpart,. The 
character cf the fractures indicates that thev were procuced l'y a 
crushing force or one in which the force was applied simultaneously 
from more than one directicn. This explains the great numter cf 
emall Lite and frayuents of tone, varying in eizge and shape, which 
are founo et the fracture oites. 

"“ThoraxeeThe most of the rits, together with the right clavicle 
and breast plete (aternum) are fractured and dislocated. The first 
eight ribs on the right eide present fractures reywlerly at the 
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angeles postericualy while the first six ribs on this cice present in 
acdition fractures anteriorly and near their costsl juncticn anc the 
seventh rib in adciticn is frecturea at its postericr anple, The 
Lreast plate showa that the wanubriun is dislocateca fren ite costal 
attachments and its union with its middle ~orticn. These frecturce 
fe ot cLlorly are of the preenstick variety (partially broken and 
pariaally bent) while these anteriorly are complete. The appearance 
and location of there fractures to the boneg of the thoracic cope 
mula indicate that the force was applied simultoneously upon the 
trent and back of the torao, 


“The vertelrel ccelum anc the pelvic pirule are found intact and 
show neither fracture nor aislocetion. 

“HNeadeeThe greater portion of the skul! is missing, there being 
present only parts of the occipitel bone and a piece cf the aphencid. 
hese vere sufficient to recognize the topography of the base of the 
skull, acs they contained the foramen mepnun and its cennection with 
the tenes cf the neck, which latter were in their prener relaticns 
and unbreken,. 

“The scalp and underlying tissues are present for several inchce 
heyend the margin of the basal skull tenes, forming loose overlying 


flaps, The pesterior skin Flap is covered with short light brown 
hair, ho brain tissue is neted, 


“Pertinent corments: The grosa anatomical findings in this case, 


nanely licerstions, mputetions and hemorrhages of certain of the acft 
tissues in association with multiple corsinuted fractures of the Lony 
structures permit of the conclusion that some one or more of these 
injuries was the primary and the othera the contributory cause of 
deethe 

“The character cf the injuries to the soft tissues anc their 
proximity to the injuries of the benes indicate that the lesiona to the 
ecft parte and to the bones were dependent one upon the cther and 
producec simultaneously, 

“The striking symmetry and character of the bone fractures and 
their relationship to the injurics of the surrounding soft tissucs 
suprest that the body wus subjected to some apecially constructed de- 
vice, desipned for inflicting punishment, 

"CHARLES W. DUVAL, D.p “Pathologist. 
"JCHN a. LANFORL, *.D., “Patholosist.” 


"Case No, 2e=Thomas Fletcher kichards is revoved trer: the burial 
tox by the undertaker to the improvised table for the purpose of cone 
ducting this postmortem examination, The body is completely wrapped 
in a dripping wet white sheet anc a woolen blanket, which coverings 
were removed by prosecutors immediately preceding the autopsy. The 
odor of embalming fluid fis pronounced. 

"Inspectione-The Lody is that of 6 well developed and feirly 
well nourished white man without head, feet and hands. It is entirely 
nude, there being no clothes of any description found upon the body. 


There are two heavy galvanized wires circunferentlolly arranped atout 
the hips and forming angulations anteriorly. 


the wires shew very 
little rusting, 
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“Cn inspection it is notec that frugments of the long Lonee are 
protruding from the sturpe of the right forearm ond right leg, neainly, 
radius anc the tibia respectively, It ie further noted that the upper 
fragment of the right femur has pierced the soft tissue und skin of the 
thigh. The scapulue are protruding through the overlying skin anú the 
middle portion of the shaft of the right humerous ie missing, 

“The skin with the cxception of thet about the stumps of the exe 
tremities, the heau and narte where compound fractures occur is in a 
fairly pood state of preservation. In general, it is rough, fairly 
Gry, encrusatatead and shows no tendency to peel off, The cryness of the 
skin is in part due to deodorants used Ly the undertakers Upen closer 
inepection of the skin and especially after incieton there is noted 
consideretle adipocere and it ie attached properly to the underlying 
tiasue, The external penitalfu are present and intacte 

“The muscles over the body are in an advanced state of dececriposi-e 
tion, however, they are without difficulty recognized, Their consiste 
ency ie aft, fluidy and friable, tearing quite readily on traction, 
It is noteworthy that the muscles and other soft tissues are free from 
macroscopic evidence of gas. The color of the muscular tissues is 
pale pink, indicating antcemortem drainage of the blood with the ex- 
ception of those areas about the bone fractures und those where traue 
motiam has occurrec, Here the muscles of these areas are distinctly 
of a blue tlack color which is indicative of altered extravusated 
blood. These dciscolorated muacie areas are most in evidence along 
the vertebrae column posteriorly, 


"The ligements and tendons are still intact with the exception 
of those about the stumps of foresrms and legs where they ore regged 
and uneven, This appearance suggests that the tenccns had been 
mashed or tern from their attcchmente, 

“The internal organe of the various bouy cavities are in a markec 
State of decay. The liver, heart, stomach and intcctines are in place 
and easily recognized. ‘the heart, in particular, hes its virious 
structures intact and presents a flattened shape the absence of blood 
in the chambers of the heart tend to show that the organ was emptied 
juet príor to or shortly after death, which is to be exnected frcm 
the lacerations and presunetle amputations of the several distal pore 
tions of extremities, The liver is found in the normal position and 
appears siurivelec to about oneethird its natural size, The intestines 
are also in their normal position os far as their cttachrents are cone 
cerned and are found in 6 collupsed cendition and well cown apuinst 
the spinal column. ‘Therc is no evidence of gas in these or any of 
the other ooft structures of these regions. 

"Boneseetiany of these structures, especially those of the cx- 
tremities are found fractured, The fractures ure ceomocund and come 
minuted and present the atriking features of similor Liluteral 
location and asymmetry. 

"The femur of toth thighs, and the humerus cf Loth armè are 
similarly fractured in three different places, ‘hese fractures are 
fairly regular at the upper, maddie and lower portions of each bone, 
vith respect to the bones of the right foream, only an upper fragment 
of the radius and ulna are found, There articulate properly with one 
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ancther anc with the humerus, The distal portions of these fresments 
are rapped and irregularly broken. The bones of the left toreurm pre- 
sent comminuted fracturas at the upper and lower portions; the ulna Le 

ractured completely at its upper end and the radius is fractured come 
pletely at its lower end, 

"This peculiar difference in the character cf injuries to these 
bones fe explained by the fact that the larger end of the radiue te «ot 
the lower end, while the maller ends of these benee are in the reverse 
position, Furthermore, the radius articuletes with the ulna «t the 
wrist, while the ulna articulates with humerue and the radius ct the 
elbow, 

“Cnly emall fragments of the right tíhie and fibula are round, 
these fragmente ere of the upper portion end articulate properly at 
the knee joirt. The tibia fragment contuins the patelle und ite lige- 
mentous attachment. The broken cend is jagged and presents numcroue 
lineal fractures that extend upward and into the articuluting surface. 
Cnly a mall portion of the upper side of the tibia and fibula ure 
present, Thesc fragments are in proper position with respect to the 
knee joint, The fragnented enco of these two boncs prescnt very sinie 
lar appearance to those of the right leg. 

"Thoraxe=-The Lreast plate is for the most part separated from 
its costal attachments, the right fifth, eixth, seventh and eighth 
ribe in this eitusticn are dislocated while the left second, third, 
feurth, fifth, sixth and seventh ribe are likewise separeted from the 
costal attachmento and these cartilages ure also separated from their 
junction with the sternum, ‘There are no breake to other parts of the 
ribs which are in proper articulation with the vertebrae, The exe 
planation of this separation of the component parte at the anterior 
portion of the thoracic cage without any breeke to its ousecus is 
feund in the fact of the elcsticity and flexiklencss of the tones us 
compared to the weaker cartillaginous attachments. Yresunally fron: 
the facts presented the force producing the injury wae applied 
anteriorly and posteriorly to the thorax at one and the uane tine, 
the anterior force preasing and crushing the cae, 

"Cf the shoulder girdle, the clavicles are in position and une 
broken, The right scapula showa circular fractures three to four 
centimeters in diameter, in both the upper fossee, The left ia un- 
broken. 

"The spinous processes of the sixth and ninth dormaul vertebrae 
are broken at their junction with the body of the vertebrae, Lut no- 
where else ia the spinal column found fractured or dislocated, The 
acme ia true for the Lones forming the pelvic girdle, 

“HeadeeThe greater portion of the skull, the scalp and underlying 
tiseucs and oll of the bruin ere nissaing. Parts of the occipital, 
epenoid and temperal bones that form the Lase of the skull are present 
and while presenting numerous fragmente are still in position, at 
least to the extent that it ise «auey to recognize the middle and 
poeterior skull foasae, The portion of the occipital bone which con- 


tains the foreamen magnum is intact ond erticulating with the first 
two bones of the neck viz: «atlee and axis, 


“Pertinent comments: The proses anatomatical findines in this 
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case namely lacerations, amputations anu hemorrhapes of certain of 
the soft tigsucs in association with multiple corsiinuteu fracturcs of 
the bony structures permit of the conclusion that some one or rore of 
these injuries was the primary, ond the othera, the centributing cause 
of death, 

"The character of the injurfes to the soft tissue end their 
proximity to the injuries of the bones indicate that the lesions to 
the soft parts and to the bones were dependent one upon the other and 
produced simultanecusly, 

“The striking symmetry and character of the bone fractures and 
the drrelationship ta the injurics of the surrounding soft tissues 
eupreet thet the body was subjected to some especially constructed dee 
vice, designed for inflicting punishment, 

“CHARLES W. DUVEL, M.D., “Patholcgist, 
JOHN A, LANFORD, M.De, "Pathologist."! 
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